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Judge Andrews
Receives Judicial
Service Award

Judge Michael F. Andrews
CLEARWATER - Sixth
Judicial Circuit Judge Michael F.
Andrews has been selected to
receive the Florida Supreme
Court Chief Justice’s
Distinguished Judicial Service
Award, presented annually to a
Florida judge for “outstanding
and sustained service to the
public.”
Judge Andrews will receive
the award from Chief Justice R.
Fred Lewis on Jan. 31 during a
special ceremony at the State
Supreme Court. The award is
one of four given annually by the
Florida Bar in a program that rec

ognizes the pro bono — without
compensation - activities of an
attorney, a law firm, a bar associ
ation and a judge. The judicial
honor was created in 2004 when
then-Chief Justice Barbara
Pariente said it should go to a
judge whose off-the-bench
service “relates to the administra
tion ofjustice.”
Judge Andrews is being rec
ognized for creating what he
calls the “Judicial Forum,” an
annual program designed to
acquaint at-risk youth with the
judicial system while providing
encouragement, inspiration and
motivation. At the forums, local
jurists are joined by other
African-American judges from
other parts of the state. Each
judge is encouraged to provide a
brief statement of their personal
history and struggles and what
they did to avoid pitfalls. The
hope is that the judges will prove
to be a positive influence and

serve as role models for those in
attendance.
In his nomination
documents, Hillsborough
County Judge Eric R. Myers said
that since 2001, “Judge Andrews
has contributed over 1000 hours
of his time to this worthwhile
effort.” The nomination also
pointed out that he has enlisted
the assistance of other judges,
various local law enforcement
agencies and various other pro
fessions to help with the forums,
where topics of discussion
include, but are not limited to:
• Role of the Judiciary as it
relates to youth
• Relating to Law
Enforcement and the Judiciary
• “Staying out of the
Courthouse”
• Peer pressure and decision
making
• Personal responsibility
• Educational pursuits:
desire, direction and commitment
• Mentoring and “giving back”
• What it takes to be a good
citizen
• Respect for yourself,
family and the community
Since Judge Andrews began
presenting the local forums, he
has been invite^ to conduct
similar discussions in Orlando,
Daytona Beach and Miami. In
2005, he moderated a similar
program that was conducted by
the National Bar Association in
Orlando. That panel featured
several black leaders using their
own examples of overcoming
adversity to inspire more than 30
black students. A mother of an
attendee at that program was
quoted in the Orlando Sentinel as
saying “When a successful
person shares a personal story of
how they became successful,
then you know it’s possible.”
Judge Andrews, who grew
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King's Holiday Honors
America's Greatest Champion
Of Racial Justice And Equality

President/CEO Jeff Lyash of Progress Energy Florida, Honorary
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast Chair
KHANA A. RILEY
CHALLENGER CORRESPONDENT

ST. PETERSBURG - The
National Council of Negro
Women and The Martin Luther
King Holiday and Legacy
Association Inc., finalize plans
for the upcoming Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. commemora
tive activities.
The Leadership Awards
Breakfast will be held on
Monday, Jan. 21, at 7:30 a.m.
This commemorative celebra

tion is co-sponsored by The
National Council of Negro
Women and The City of St.
Petersburg, and President/CEO
Jeff Lyash of Progress Energy
Florida serves as honorary
chairman. This year’s keynote
is Dr.
Crystal Arlene
Kuykendall. Dr. Kuykendall is
considered one of the most
dynamic individuals of our
time. A critical thinker, analyst,
motivator, and mentor, she has
astounded audiences and indi
viduals through the power of

Dr. Crystal Kuykendall, Keynote Speaker
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast
her observations and the
warmth of her words.
Kuykendall is an engaging
educator,
human
relations
expert, legal analyst/litigator,
endearing author and loving
mother, who graduated from
Hyde Park High School with
four scholarships at the age
of 16.
She received her B.A. from
Southern Illinois University
(Carbondale) as a Government
major.
Through
an
Assistantship,, she graduated

from Montclair
State
University (Montclair, NJ)
with a Master of Arts Degree in
Sociology. Through a Ford
Fellowship, she received her
Doctorate
in
Educational
Administration from Atlanta
University.
Always seeking additional
avenues for advocacy and
service, Dr. Kuykendall
received her Juris Doctorate

MLK
continued on pg. 2

CBC Solidified Role As
‘Conscience Of The Congress’
BY U.S. REP. CAROLYN C.
KILPATRICK (D-MICH.) NNPA
SPECIAL COMMENTARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
pages of history should record the
first year of the 1 lOth Session of
Congress as a period when the
Congressional Black Caucus
(CBC) solidified its role as the
‘Conscience of the Congress’.
As legislators and appropriators, members of the CBC left
their fingerprints on meaningful
pieces of legislation designed to
build stronger and healthier
families.
During the first half of this
Congress, the CBC has been suc
cessful in influencing the passage,
Chair of the CBC and U. S.'w content, and language, of the
following measures, aimed at
Rep. Carolyn C. Kilpatrick
strengthening America’s families
(D-Mich)

in several critical areas:
• Minimum Wage Increase:
For the first time in 10 years, the
federal minimum wage has been
raised. Nearly 13 million hard
working Americans will benefit
from the new law, which
increases the federal minimum
wage from $5.15 to $7.25 an hour
over the next two years. All CBC
Members supported this legisla
tion, which is a good first step
toward growing the economy and
providing prosperity for all of
America’s families.
• Stem Cell Research; African
Americans are disproportionately
affected by sickle cell anemia,
diabetes, and Multiple Sclerosis.
With increased funding for
testing and research, these
diseases and countless others can
be prevented and/or treated in

their earliest stages.
• College Cost Reduction
Act: This legislation—the single
largest investment in college
financial aid since the. GI Bill—
helps make higher education
more affordable for millions of
students and families. This bill
increases the Pell Grant by at least
$500 over the next five years and
cuts interest rates on need-based
college
loans
in
half.
It provides tuition assistance for
excellent undergraduate students
who agree to teach in publid
schools and makes a landmark
investment of $500 million in
minority serving institutions,
including historically
black
colleges and universities and

CBC
continued on pg. 10
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Senator Cleo Fields,
Louisiana State Legislature,
Keynotes Dr. MLK Banquet
(law
degree)
from
Georgetown University Law
Center in 1981 and was
admitted
to
the
Bar
Association of the District of
; Columbia after passing the
Bar Exam in 1988 on her first
attempt.
Tickets can be purchased
at The Weekly Challenger
NeWspaper and Deanie K’s
Beauty Salon (Mon-Fri), 2500
: Dr. MLK Street South. For
information call 727-8966556.
The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC) and the MLK Holiday
and Legacy Association Inc.,
will host the Drum Major for
Justice Awards Banquet on
Friday, Jan. 18, at 7:00 p.m. at
the St. Petersburg Hilton.
Louisiana State Senator
Cleo Fields will be the
keynote speaker.
Senator Cleo Fields, is a
native of Baton Rouge, La. He
is a graduate of McKinley
High School and a 1984
graduate
of
Southern
University in the field of Mass
Communications. During his
senior year at Southern
University, he was elected
Student
Government
Association President, and
was also elected by the
Louisiana Council of Student

Body Presidents to serve on
the Louisiana Board of
Regents.
In 1987, Fields obtained
his law degree from Southern
University School of Law
after having clerked for both
East Baton Rouge Parish City
Prosecutor’s office and the
Parish Attorney’s
Office.
Upon completion of law
school, that same year, Fields
was elected to the Louisiana
State Senate at the age of 24.
He became the youngest
person ever elected to the state
Senate in Louisiana’s history.
In 1992, Senator Fields
was elected to the U. S. House
of Representatives
as
congressman of Louisiana’s
4th Congressional district. At
the age 30, Senator Fields held
the position of being the
youngest member to serve in
the l03rd Congress. As con
gressman, he introduced the
Delta Initiatives Act, the
Stolen Guns Act, and the
Check Gashing Act of 1993.
Senator Fields also created a
congressional Classroom for
elementary through secondary
school-age students, noted for
being the first of its kind in the
country, to develop leadership
and self-esteem while under
standing the governmental
process.
In 1995, Senator Fields
made a bid for the governor of
Louisiana at which time he
made a historical mark by
being
the
first
African
American to successfully win
a run off spot, and became the
democratic nominee. He went
on to complete two terms as
congressman. Then, in the fall
of 1996, he decided not to seek
re-election due to redistrict
ing. Fields began a general
consulting group known as
Cleo Fields and Associates
where he serves as president
and C.E.O.

On Dec. 13, 1997, Cleo
Fields was elected to the l4th
senatorial
district . of
Louisiana, returning him to his
political origin as
state
senator. He was elected by a
landslide in the primary, with
75 percent of the vote over
five other candidates. He then
served in the Senate simulta
neously with his younger
brother, until his brother won a
judgeship, marking the first
time in Louisiana’s history for
two brothers to serve at the
same time. Once he regained
his senatorial seat, Fields also
reestablished
.
the
Congressional Classroom at
the
Louisiana
Leadership
Institute, a nonprofit youth
organization that provides
services and programs to
urban youth.
Fields not only ; enjoys
creating the law, but also prac
ticing it. In 1998, he estab
lished his own firm, The
Fields Law Firm, LLC, which
presently consists of three
attorneys practicing a
diversity of law: At the onset
of this new millennium, Fields
began his own statewide inter
active radio talk show called,
Cleo Live. It airs live weekly
and centers around various
issues effecting our state and
nation.
The Battle of The Bands
will follow on Sunday, Jan. 20
at Tropicana Field beginning
at 6:15 p.m.
For information, contact
MLK Holiday and Legacy
Assoc., Inc., at 727-327-6555.
The King Holiday honors
the life and contributions of
America’s greatest. champion
of racial justice and equality,
the leader who not only
dreamed of a color-blind
society, but who also lead a
movement that achieved
historic reforms to help make
it a reality.

SAVE
TUDi
■AA

DATE

The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc,
•*' 22nd Annual . 5
Dr. Martin Luther J
King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast
Theme:
Remember!
Celebrate! Act!
A Day On,
Not A Day Off!!
. Tickets: $25.00 per person

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations
Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Jeff Lyash, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
Monday, January 21, 2008
St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL
7:30 A.M.

To Purchase Tickets or
Reserve Tables Contact:
Dianne Speights, Coordinator
727-896-6556 or 727-866-6621
Mary Clowers, Co-Chair
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Ticket Locations:
t The Weekly Challenger
? Deanie K’s Beauty Salon
2500 Dr. Martin Luter King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
The National Council
of Negro Women,Tnc.
St.Petersburg
Metropolitan Section
Signora Farris, President

ON jAN:UARY 2l, 2008 STPETERSBUOWILLUELEBlUYrE
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY HONORING
DR. KING’S LEGACY OF TOIJERANCE,' P^XCE^aM) E®^lTiS
CO-SPONSORED BY CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

J1 N FI N 1 T I
Price &
xperience
Guarantee
For the finest purchase experience,
simply contact our Business
Development Agents by phone at:

Wit us online at:

Lokeyautos.com
Or come see us in person at:

19820 US Hwy 19 N
Clearwater
Talk to our Certified Business
Development Agents to schedule
your sales/serviee appointment,
schedule a 15 minute appraisal
or receive specific information
about our vehicle inventory.

Our guarantee to you
We will beat any dealer’s
advertised price in the country
or pay you $1,000.00*
The easiest way to shop
Give you the best purchase
experience
The most knowledgeable staff
in the market

Victor Young
General Manager

I N F I N I T I.
^19820 U.S. Hwy 19N. • Clearwater

www.lokeyautos.com

^re-owned : 866-296-6655 ♦ Service : 877-253-9627
s Offer must be signed and authorized by dealer
-in not included In-stock units only
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Excellence Charter School - A Model for
Academic Achievement
BY MARIAN
WRIGHT EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST
One of the greatest
life changers is a college
education. For so many young people,
college is a vehicle that allows them to
reinvent themselves in the image of
their own dreams.
But many young people are
precluded from higher education, not
because someone is standing at the
university
door barring
their
admission, but because they didn’t
receive the most basic academic foun
dation that elementary school 'should
have provided. In New York, one of a
number of schools addressing that
lack of preparation is the Excellence
Charter
School
of
Bedford
Stuyvesant, which serves minority
students from low-income families
who live-in some of Brooklyn’s most
economically depressed neighbor
hoods.
Modeled after other high per
forming charter schools, Excellence
Charter School opened in 2004 as an
all-boys school dedicated to develop-

ing theknowledge, character and lead
ership skills that students need to
thrive both academically and as
“honorable citizens and courageous
leaders.” Students at Excellence are
taught that through hard work they can
achieve anything. The school
currently has 220 boys in grades K-4,,
Each year an additional kindergarten
class will be added until the school •
includes grades K-8 by school year
2011-12. Significant resources have
been marshaled to enable Excellence
students to reach the school’s high
expectations.
The heart of the school’s curricu
lum is its emphasis on reading and
mathematics. Each day, every student
has three hours of language arts
instruction (phonics, reading compre
hension and writing). Parents must
sign a daily logbook to certify that
their • child has completed his
homework and that he has read with
the family for at least 20 minutes. The
goal is to develop a love ofreading and
a desire to pursue independent reading
after school.
The students also have two
classes of mathematics each day, and

Excellence works on helping them
reach their full potential in the areas of
leadership, creativity, teamwork and
self-expression. A sense of responsi
bility for one’s community is estab
lished early as fourth grade big
brother/mentors are paired with
second graders, and third-graders are
similarly paired with first-graders.
Each week ends with a Friday
Community Meeting where students
celebrate their accomplishments. Here
they can shine as they sing songs,
recite poems, share what they’ve
learned and exhibit exceptional
schoolwork. The students also
perform a skit each week that demon
strates and reinforces one of the eight
core values of the Excellence School:
scholarship, brotherhood, honesty,
justice, respect, hope, courage and
love. At the meeting, the Spirit Stick is
presented to the student who best
exemplifies the goals and values of
Excellence. He then has the honor and
responsibility of carrying the Spirit
Stick throughout the week and serving
as a role model to the other students.
Excellence’s success is measura
ble. Last year, the third-graders were

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

the first in the school to take the stan
dardized New York State Math and
Language Arts Exams. Their perform
ance was superb. Ninety-two percent
of the students earned advanced or
proficient scores in language arts, and
100 percent received advanced or pro
ficient scores in math.
Excellence Charter School is
clearly a model that works. It is an
antidote to
the dysfunctional
approaches to education in too many
schools around the country. It has
taken a few basic components, quality
teachers, a strong curriculum,
character development, and high
expectations for performance and
incentives for achievement and is
using them to make fine men of these
boys. This model must be replicated in
thousands of school districts in
depressed urban and rural communi
ties across our nation. Our political
decision makers seem to have no
problem finding the money and
resources to reproduce juvenile
detention centers in cookie cutter
fashion. Why not reproduce programs
that help develop our children into
self-sufficient, contributing adults?

Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Kenya ls Breaking My Heart
BYHARRYC.
ALFORD

OL_JLJi

1 have been to
Kenya three times and
each time my love for this land and its
people grows stronger and stronger.
The view of Fern Valley from the
mountainsides is absolutely astonish
ing. One can get “high” from
watching a sunset before Mount
Kilimanjaro.
Millions of animals in their
natural habitat replete with the stoic
Masai warriors walking amongst the
wildlife with no fear at all. The city of
Nairobi with its impressive skyline is
indeed cosmopolitan. The people
have the friendliest and most genuine
smiles.
The current state of affairs of this
nation cannot be considered a shock
to me because I have been watching it
“brew” for sometime. The rioting on
television brings back the memory of
the Rwanda horror.
I have made good friends and we
have great plans for the future. Right
now, my main concern is their safety.
Kenya is in its third presidential
regime. The first was led by their
liberator Jomo Kenyatta. His term

was long but necessary,as ffiey transit, , .him.
tioned from colonialism torevolution'' -'him." ■ Confrontation between '
to democracy. Arap Moi was an inter- president and a cabinet member can
esting leader as he led by tribal
become very serious hard ball.
coalition
versus
the
Kikuyu
Such disputes and mysterious deaths
(often reported by the press) becomes
dominance of the Kenyatta,»regirpq
The current president is Kibaki who is
a way of life in Kenyan politics and it
makes us appreciate our style of
Kikuyu but is constantly reminded
democracy.
that the other tribes, especially the
Another indicator that something
Luo, have their place in government
bad
was about to happen was the
and power as well. Personally, I feel
the fault of Kibaki’s leadership is not recent elections held by the National
tribal based but due fto downright Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
personal greed. Whenever I note a We learned that our first contact and
good friend, Laban, had won the vote.
conflict of interest in /commercial
matters there appears to be a direct We later learned that he could not be
inaugurated because the incumbent
relative of the President involved. It’s
not coincidental and of course any was refusing to relinquish the office. It
relative of Kibaki would have to be was going to court and that may take
Kikuyu. One should not get the years. Laban is Luo and his rival is
impression that there is an official Kikuyu and the opposing sides were
starting to assemble in like fashion.
tribal conspiracy.
Such is the case in the current national
We once spent a lovely evening
with a cabinet member enjoying presidential elections.
libation while looking out over his
They (Kikuyu’s) want to tie it up
personal farm - palatial estate. He told in court which would give Kibaki
us that President Kibaki had recently years of continued reign. In Kenya,
sent a military helicopter over his land one would think the tribal deal was all
over by now. Every Kenyan is fluent
to assess its beauty and value. Later,
the President informed him that he
in three languages. English is taught
was considering annexing (eminent in the schools; each has his own tribal
domain) his land. I asked, “How did tongue (37 tribal dialects); and finally
Swahili are the three’ forms of comyou respond?” He retorted, “I told

What are your opinions on
The Weekly Challenger?
Please feel free to let us know.

munication. Swahili is a regional
language developed for commercial
communication over 1,000 years ago.
It is spoken from the Congo, Uganda
and Southern Sudan down through
Tanzania and Malawi. It is truly a
“Lingua Franca”.
Basically, the Kenyans are united.
They tolerate many religions and
honor all cultures. It is this
political/power thing that is causing
the friction. It doesn’t help that the
United States and Britain, the colonial
oppressor for over a century, have
been rather silent on this election
issue. The U.S. is always poking its
“nose” in foreign elections but, for
some reason Jimmy Carter and others
weren’t around for this last election.
President Kibaki is letting his lust for
money (by way of power) get in the
way of the democratic process. I say
to him: It is time to go to Switzerland
and count all the money you already
have. The “party” has come to an end.
In the name ofJomo Kenyatta, let
freedom ring loud in your great
nation. Allow an accurate, transparent
and honest vote tally to occur. Kenya
is greater than you and freedom has
no patience.
My beloved Kenya, I pray for
your safety and peace.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Congressman Bilirakis Presents
Americorps Funding Grant
To The Clearwater Police Dept.

Congressman
Gus Bilirakis

CLEARWATER - Congressman
Gus Bilirakis will present the
Clearwater Police Department with a
$361,073 AmeriCorps Funding Grant
from the Governor’s Commission on
Volunteerism
and
Community
Service,
Volunteer
Florida.
Congressman Bilirakis will also
swear-in nine new and two returning
AmeriCorps members.
AmeriCorps Clearwater members
serve hand-in-hand with community
policing officers, school resource

officers, crime prevention officers and
staff of local community service
agencies. Their mission is to help
prevent and reduce crime and increase
public safety.
AmeriCorps members address
non-violent public safety issues,
allowing police officers to address
more serious and criminal incidents.
Over a twelve-month period, the
members save 4,200 hours of valuable
police officer time and save the
department over $100,000.

Open House For Professional
Guardianship Course
ST. PETERSBURG - Do
-you have an interest in the care
; of the elderly and have thought
' about becoming a guardian for a
I senior citizen? St. Petersburg
College is hosting a free infor
mational Open House on
Monday evening, Jan. 14, from
•’7:00 - .8:00 p.m. at the
; downtown
St.
Petersburg

Campus.
■
This open house is designed
to acquaint potential guardians
with the coursework and the
responsibilities of a professional
guardian prior to the Jan. 28
class start. Participants will
receive a booklet detailing the
Guardianship profession. The
State of Florida Department of

Elder Affairs approves this
course. M. Elizabeth Wall, St.
Petersburg elder law attorney
and course insfructor, will
conduct an informal presenta
tion followed by a question and
answer session.
Call the
Lifelong Learning department
at (727) 341-3184 for more
information and to RSVP.

Stocks, Bonds And Your Money!
CLEARWATER
St.
; Petersburg College Clearwater
• campus will offer their financial
! course, “Stocks, Bonds and Your
’Money,”
on
Wednesday
I, evenings, starting Jan. 9 from
• 6:30 - 9 p.m. for four weeks.
Harold Hultman, adjunct

finance professor, will expand
students’
knowledge
of
economic principles and its
impact on the creation of
personal wealth; financial insti
tutions and money; valuation
principles for stocks, bonds and
mutual funds; portfolio creation

and the management of risk;
securities
and
security
exchanges; and the interpretation
and use of financial news and
reports. For information or to
register, call the Lifelong
Learning department at (727)
341-3184.
;

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given that on
30/08
am.
vehicles® will be sold for
Towing, Storage, & Labor charges.

Year:

_______

Wide aWoke Wednesday’s
Presents The Rise & Fall Of The
Independent Black Woman
TAMPA
Motown
Maurice and The Combination
presents its 7th Wide aWoke
Wednesday’s, Jan. 30, 2008 at
The Comfort Inn, 820 East
Busch Blvd. Tampa.
The series of monthly
forums are designed to attract
local people interested in dis
cussing,
encouraging
and
embracing new methods for
rebuilding
Tampa
Bays
African American community.
This forum will help you
better understand the role of a

-

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Pinellas
County
Urban
League’s
Black-on-Black
Crime Prevention Program is
sponsoring its annual Black
History Month Essay Contest.
The contest began Dec. 1,
2007 and ends on Feb. 1,2008.
The contest is open to all
students who attend public or
private schools, or are home
schooled in Pinellas County.
Contest entries will be
divided into the fallowing
divisions: Elementary ?i (150300 words), Middle (300-500
words), and High School (500-

750 words) with first, second
and third place winners in each
category.
Topics:
Elementary School: Please
provide information about a
little known black history fact
that has made a difference for
all Americans?
Middle School: What is
the value of school integra
tion?
High School: In your
opinion, what is the greatest
barrier to racial harmony in
America today?
The first, second and third

place winners in each division
will have the opportunity to
read their essay at the awards
ceremony. All winners will be
announced at the awards
ceremony which will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at
the Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast, 3050 1st Ave. South,
St. Petersburg, Florida.
For more information
contact Lendel Bright at
Pinellas
County.
Urban
League,727-327-2081,
Ext.
116 or email:Lbright@pcul.org.

St. Petersburg NAACP
To Host Political Forum
On Property Tax Relief

Make: FORD

■

Wednesday’s, is a man whose
voice, vision, and actions
speak
volumes
towards
rebuilding, empowering, and
re-educating the community
by incorporating innovative
problem solving methods in
support of a better community.
The Combination and Wide
aWoke Wednesday’s is owned
and operated by Motown
Maurice Productions.
For more information visit
www.MotownMaurice.com.

Pinellas County Urban League
to sponsor The Seventeenth
(17th) Annual Black History
Month Essay Contest

VIN #: 12VCT20A3P5183476___________ _____ to saySjy Labor Services , repair, towing,
And storage charges. The vehicle will be sold for $

woman
in
contemporary
society, the true state of inde
pendence, the crisis concern
ing black women and black
families, what a woman really
desires and much more. Our
program will include seven
distinguish panelists, video
presentations and an opportu
nity for the public to speak and
express themselves freely! You
don’t want to miss this forum.
Motown
Maurice,
executive
producer
and
moderator of Wide aWoke

. Vehicle is registered to:

VERNON WOODROW SILK 11630 HAMLIN BLVD LOT 426__________________________________
LARGO, FL 33774-3861 & VERNON SILK 12630 HAMLIN LARGO, FL 33774

Lienholder.
NATIONS BANK PO BOX 22053 GREENSBORO NC 27420

Interested Parties: ________ ________________ _______________________ '

_____________

Pursuant to F.S. 713.585 the cash amount of $ 546.00
Would be sufficient to redeem the vehicle
from Lienor. Any interested parties have a right to a hearing prior to the sale by filing a demand with
the Clerk of The Circuit Court in pinellas________ County. The owner has the right to recover
possession of the vehicle by posting a bond pursuant to F.S. 559.917 and if sold toe proceeds
remaining from the sale will be deposited with the Clerk Of The Circuit Court for disposition. Lienor
reserves the right to bid. Lienor: complete car care of pinellas inc.______________________

2255STARKEYRD LARGQFL 34641 727 536 2322

■nil H i] ifJ Kth 111 iifll

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg Branch of the
National Association for the
Advancement
of
Colored
People (NAACP) will host a
political forum on the proposed
constitutional amendment to
provide tax relief to property
owners. Ms. Nancy Riley, who
is currently the President of the
Florida Association of Realtors,
will present the affirmative side.
She was elected Republican
State Committeewoman for
Pinellas County. Governor Crist

appointed her to the 25 member
Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission. In 2000 she was
Realtor of the Year. Pinellas
County Commissioner Chair
Kenneth Welch will present the
opposing side. He was elected
to the Pinellas Board of County
Commissioner since November
2000 and is the former chair. He
currently serves on the Board of
Directors of the
Florida
Association of Counties (FAC),
FAC
Finance
&
Audit
Committee, Pinellas County

Information Technology Board,
Juvenile Welfare Board and the
Pinellas Homeless Leadership
Network. Both presenters will
educate the public on the issue
on Jan. 15, at 7:00 p.m. at the
NAACP building located at
1501-16th Street, St. Petersburg.
For information, please
contact Cassandra Jackson,
Political Action Chair at 727898-3310 or by email at naacpstpete@verizon.net.

NAAMAN JOHNSON
Joins CROWN EUROCARS
Mercedes-Benz
Naaman Johnson, a familiar name in luxury European
automobile circles, has joined Crown representing
Mercedes-Benz. We are thankful to have Naaman on our
staff. Naaman is an outstanding representation of our
company and the customer service principles we believe in.

LUNCH 6.99 • DINNER 10.99
400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL

Naaman would like to invite all his friends, clients and
those who would like a Mercedes Benz purchase
experience "unlike any other” to stop by and say hello.

(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m

MARKET & RESTAURANT

Sunday ... Gone Fishin’

ICROWN
CUROCARS

W

Just recognized as one of the Mercedes-Benz
“Best of the Best” Retailer Award Winners
for 2002-2004-2006

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com
6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg

(727)527-5731
477876-01

LOCAL NEWS continued
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Pubiix.

JANUARY-2008

FEBRUARY-2008

Thursday, January 17 - Dr. Martin Luther King High School
Essay Contest. Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 7 p.m.
Oratorical presentations. Free. 727-893-7803.

Monday, February 4 - Ebony Fashion Show. Progress Energy
Center for the Arts at Mahaffey Theater, 400 1 st St. S. 8 p.m. A fast
paced fashion show of American and International designers. $30.
www.zuochapter.com or 727-420-2819.

Friday, January 18 - Dr. Martin Luther King Awards Banquet at the
Hilton, 333 1st Street South, 6:30 p.m. Awards banquet and
ceremony. 727-327-0085.
Friday, Jananuary 18 - Ladies Night. Progress Energy Center for
the Arts at Bayview Room, 400 1st St. S. 7:30 p.m. Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jam presents the The Valerie Gillespie Ensemble. $20.
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com,www.mahaffeytheater.com or 727892-5767.
Sunday, January 20 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Festival of Bands. Tropicana Field. 6:15
p.m. to midnight. Featuring high school and university marching
bands from across the nation performing famous half, time drills
and drumlines as a special salute and tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. $10. 727-327-0085.
Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Leadership Awards
Breakfast. The Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N. 7:30 a.m. Join the
National Council of Negro Women for the Leadership Awards
Breakfast with guest speaker Dr. Crystal Kuykendall. $25. To
purchase tickets call 727-896-6556, www.stpete.org/coliseum or
727-892-5202.
Monday, January 21 - 23rd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Drum
Major for Justice National Parade. 3rd Avenue South and Dr. MLK St.
to Central Ave. to the waterfront. 1:15 to 4 p.m. Free. 727-327-0085.
Monday, January 21 - Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Candlelight Vigil.
St. Petersburg Museum of History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. 6:30 p.m.
727-327-0085.
Sunday, January 27 - Sunshine City Band Concert, Williams Park
bandsheli, 2nd Ave. N. and 4th St. 2 p.m. Sundays through March
16. Free 727-898-1541

vendors who provide services to
mothers and babies.
The functions of the Healthy
Start Coalition are to conduct
needs assessments, develop
community level strategic plans
to improve pregnancy outcomes,
enhance child development, to
allocate funds received from the
State of Florida and private
sources to service providers and

GULFPORT
Treat
yourself to a unique art expe
rience at Gulfport’s First
Friday Art Walk from 6:0010:00 p.m. on Saturday, Jan.
19.
Over 30' talented artisans,
crafters, authors and enter
tainers sell their unique talents
along Beach Blvd. Shop the
eclectic
offerings
while
listening to a variety of live
entertainment throughout the

Tuesday, February 5 - Lecture by Robert Bazell, NBC's Chief
Science Correspondent. Progress Energy Center for the Arts at
Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St. S. 8 p.m. Part of the USF St.
Petersburg Energy and Environment Series. 727-873-4088 or 727892-5767.

45-16-22

Saturday and Sunday, February 9 and 10 - Great Engines of the
Past. Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, 2900 31st St. S. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Antique engine demonstrations, tractor pulls, a tractor parade, hay
rides and old time music. 727-866-6401.
Saturday, February 16 - Get Active Tampa Bay. Vinoy Park,
Bayshore Dr, and 7th Ave. N.E. 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Over 50 sport
activities for families, seniors and teen with music and food. Free.
727-456-3100.

Village. Live entertainment
includes Urban Gypsies, Chic
Listiano, and a variety of
musicians at the infamous
“GulfPorch!”
View Mars through the
telescope
of
SPAC’s
“sidewalk astronomer,” John
Dobson, and enjoy a shopping
and dining experience like no
other.
For more information call
727-322-5217.

PICKOFTHEWEEK!

Saturday, February 9 - Walking Tour of Downtown St. Petersburg
Historic District. Central Ave. and 2nd St. second Sat. monthly, 10
a.m. to noon. St. Petersburg Preservation Inc. visits historic
buildings and tells the history of St. Petersburg during this walking
tour of the downtown beginning at the Detroit Hotel corner. $5
donation, www.stpetepreservation.org or 727-824-7802.

CA$H 3
547

927

128

Friday, February 22 - Tampa Bay Symphony presents A
French/Spanish Connection. Progress Energy Center for the Arts
at Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st Street South, 8 p.m. 727-442-3696.
Saturday, February 23 - Suncoast Classic. BayWalk, 2nd St. and
2nd Ave. N. 8 a.m. 10k and 5k run. 9 a.m. Pelican mile. 9:30 a.m.
fun run. Register at www.runforkids.com or 727-767-8221.

DOG DAYS

Sunday, February 24 - Black History Pageant's 30th Annual
Production. Progress Energy Center for the Arts at Mahaffey Theater,
400 1st St. S. 4 p.m. Theatrical youth production illustrating black
history facts through acting, singing, poetry and dance. 727-892-5767

South St. Petersburg Community Baby
Shower and Conversation Cafe
■ ST. PETERSBURG - In cel
ebration of moms and babies,
the Healthy Start Coalition of
Pinellas, Mt. Zion Human
Services,’ Inc. and community
partners will host a community
baby shower for all expecting
and new moms. We encourage
dads, families and friends to also
attend. There will be food, fun,
gifts and information from

Gulfport’s First
Friday Art Walk

to monitor and evaluate the
effectiveness of services. The
sponsoring partners of this event
would like to hear the opinions
of moms and community
members regarding present
prenatal and infant services and
ways in which care could be
improved in our county.
Lunch will be served. Free
childcare is also provided.

Please make plans to come out
to share with us on Saturday,
Feb. 2, 2008 from 10:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. at Mt. Zion Human
Services, Inc. located at 945
20th Street South, St. Petersburg
33712. RSVPs preferred. For
more information, call Faye
McElroy at (727) 822-0443.
Sponsors and vendors call Pat
Fried at (727) 895-7204.

8-4
4-7

5-6
1-8

3-4
7-3

Attorney At Law
* Criminal Defense

★Traffic Tickets
★Personal injury
★Auto Accidents
★DUIs
[Edwin P. Randolph}

CLASSIFIED
Darius Wilson
Detailing

Custom Detailing
Owner and Operator

START YOUR OWN FAMILY
CHILD CARE BUSINESS

J

j

»

St.Petersburg Florida
C:727-557-6294
or 727-320-5294

J

n

celebrate
being a woman
You love choices! With the latest shades,
anti-aging skin care and great gift ideas,
1 can show you beautiful products suited
just for you. Call me today to find more ways
to look good and feel great!
Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/dspeights

(727) 866-6621
(727) 896-6556

Find out how to turn your
love for children into a living.
Call: 727-547-5758.

(727) 322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

ARRESTED!

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ATTORNEY

X

<
5

Classified Ads Work!!

• Worker’s Compensation (Job Injuries)
• Employment Law (Job Discrimination)
• Personal injury (Auto Accidents)
• Bankruptcy Law (Chapter 7 & 13)

Atty. Roderick O. Ford, Esq.
(727) 209-0814
www.fordlaw.org

SOUTHGATE APARTMENTS
NEW PORT RICHEY

DON’T WAIT!
Place YOUR AD here TODAY!

(727) 896-2922

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based soiey upon advertlsment.
Before you decide ash us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call

Coordinated Child Care of Pinellas, Inc.

Vernelll964@yahoo.com

2202 N. Westshore Blvd.
Tampa, Fl 33607
Suite 200

(813) 639-4288 Office
(813) 960-0551 Fax
email: erandolphlaw@aol.com

62 + 1 bedroom $435.00
Minimum income required $1400.00
Adjacent to Southgate Shopping Center

Call 1-727-847-1110

Webb’s
Bail
Bond

Easy Payment
Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. 8.
St. Pete Fl. 33707

♦♦
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Building Wealth#
By

w

sa

Cherin L. Stover

Free Tax Preparation Sites
Open In January
The nine Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) sites in
Pinellas County begin opening in
mid- and late January 2008. The
sites offer FREE tax preparation
service and ensure that taxpayers
receive all tax credits to which they
are entitled, including the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC). By
taking advantage of this FREE
service, taxpayers keep all their
refund money: money they have
earned, money they can use to help
build a strong future.
In addition to free electronic
filing oftax returns, the VITAsites,
in partnership with Wachovia
Bank, can assist taxpayers in
opening FREE checking accounts.
Taxpayers may choose to use
direct deposit and receive their tax
refunds in only 10 days to two
weeks.
Below is a list of the VITA
site locations, telephone
numbers, hours of operation and
opening/closing dates. For addi
tional information, please contact
the
Wealth
Building
Coalition/Pinellas
Prosperity

Campaign at the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center at 727-321-9444.
Asian
Family
Center,
Lealman Family Center, 4255 56th
Ave, N., St. Petersburg, FL 33714,
phone: 727-520-9820. Thurs.: 5:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m.; Sat.: 9:00 a.m. 1:00 p.m., Jan. 24,2008 - April 12,
2008.
Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services, 608 N. Garden
Ave., Clearwater, FL 33755,
phone: 727442-4155. Mon.,
Wed.: 5:30p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Sat.:
10:00 a.m. - 3:00. p.m., Jan. 21,
2008-April 14,2008.
Everyone’s Youth United,
700 43rd St. S,, St. Petersburg, FL
33711, phone: 727-321-0060.
Tues.: 10:00 a.m. - 12 noon,
Thurs.: 10:00 a.m. -12 noon, Sat.:
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.nx, Jan. 26,2008
-April 15,2008
Enoch Davis Center, 1111
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705, phone: 727-893-7803,
Mon., Wed., Fri., 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.,
Jan. 30,2008 - April 14,2008.
High Point YMCA, 5345

Laurel Pl., Clearwater, FL 33760,
phone: 727-507-9622, Thurs.: 5:30
- 8:00 p.m., Sat: 10:00 a.m -1:00
p.m., Jan. 24,2008 - April 12,2008.
James B. Sanderlin Family
Center, 2335 22nd Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712, phone:
727-321-9444, Mon.: 4:00 - 6:00
p.m., Tues., Thurs.: 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m., Sat.: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m., Jan. 14,2008-April 15,2008
GRAYDI, 13420 Adams Cir.,
Largo, FL 33774, phone: 727-5847200, Mon, Wed.: 5:30 p.m. - 8:00
pan., Sat.: 9:00 am. - 1:00 p.m,
Jan. 21,2008 - April 14,2008.
Union Academy, 401 Martin
Luther King Jr. Dr, Tarpon Springs,
FL 34689, phone: 727-934-5881,
Tues.: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m,
Thurs.: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m, Sat.:
9:00 am. - 12:00 noon (by appt.),
Jan. 22,2008 - April 14,2008.
Wachovia
Gulfport
Financial Center, 2001 49th St.
S, Gulfport, FL 33707, phone:
727-892-7425, Mon, Wed.: 5:30
pm. - 8:30 pm. Sat.: 9:00 am. 2:00 pm, Jan. 23,2008 - April 12,
2008.

Deadline Draws Near For AAA
Traffic Safety Poster Contest
TAMPA - For the 64th con
secutive year, the annual AAA
Traffic Safety Poster Program
will award students - grades K12 - for creatively displaying
various traffic safety messages.
The national competition will
award 54 prizes totaling $18,600.
The program aims to reduce
traffic-related injuries and fatali
ties by educating students on
important traffic safety issues.
“Traffic
and
pedestrian
crashes are the number one cause
of death for children ages three to
14,” said Leticia Messam,
manager of Traffic Safety
programs at AAA Auto Club
South. “The poster contest
encourages students to become
more
knowledgeable
about
traffic safety issues and their
impact on society.”
Students are asked to design
posters that'support the following
safety themes designated for their
grade division:
Primary
(Grades
K-2):
Pedestrian and Child Passenger
Safety (i.e. Proper use of booster
seats, night time visibility, etc.)
Elementary (Grades 3-5):

Getting to School Safely (i.e.
Helmet use, interacting with
motorists, obey your AAA
School safety Patrols, etc.)
Junior High (Grades 6-8):
How to be a Good Passenger (i.e.
Buckle-up, don’t distract the
driver, dangers of using a cell
phone, etc.)
Senior High (Grades 9-12):
Safe Teen Driving (i.e. Alcohol
awareness, distracted driving,
aggressive driving, etc.)
All contest entries for
students in Florida, Georgia,
Puerto Rico, and West and
Middle Tennessee must be
submitted to AAA Auto Club
South, Attn: Traffic Safety, 1515
N. Westshore Blvd., Tampa, FL
33607 by January 25, 2008 to
qualify for judging.
The judging criteria for
posters will be based on the rela
tionship of the entry design to
traffic safety practices, the origi
nality of how the idea is
expressed in the design, and the
visual and creative impact of the
design.
High school students also
have the option to present a

poster, graphic arts electronic
submission, or an audio/visual
public service announcement of
one to two minutes. The message
should caution drivers to avoid
the many dangers facing teen
drivers today. PSA entries must
be submitted in DVD format
only. Schools must submit only
one PSA per DVD.
The top entrants nationally in
each of the four grade-level
divisions will win the Grand
Award: a $2,000 Visa Gift Check
each for three Senior High
winners and a $1,000 Visa Gift
Check each for the three Winners
from grades K-8.
In the second category of
awards, Regional Awards, the
states are broken into four
regional groups. First, second,
and third-place prizes will be
awarded for each region with
$300, $200, and $100 Visa Gift
Checks respectively.
For complete contest entry
rules or to request an entry form,
log on to AAA.com/trafficsafety
and click on the link for the AAA
National School Traffic Safety
Poster Program.

up in poverty in South Florida,
says, “No subject is off limits for
discussion. We want to engage
and address young people and
offer words of inspiration.”
Judge Andrews has also vol
unteered his time serving as a
mentor to middle school students
through the 5000 Role Models of
Excellence program sponsored
by the Pinellas County School
Board. He has served in this
capacity for 15 years working
with students at Largo Middle,
Kennedy Middle, Palm Harbor

Middle and Tarpon Springs
Middle.
Judge Andrews also serves
as an organizer and facilitator of a
bi-annual free law clinic in St.
Petersburg called the “Law Fest.”
The clinic brings lawyers
together from all areas of the law
- both state and federal - to
provide, free legal services for
those who generally cannot
afford to hire a lawyer. The “Law
Fest” is offered in conjunction
with an organization called
“Successes Unlimited.”
Judge Andrews is the son of
a Bahamian emigrant father who
worked as a custodian and a

mother who worked as a maid.
When he was appointed county
judge in 1997, he was the
youngest judge in the state of
Florida.
He has been a circuit judge
since 2003 and currently sits in
the Sixth Judicial Circuit’s
Family Law Division in
Clearwater.
He earned an Associate of
the Arts Degree in 1985 at
Florida State University, a
Bachelor of Science degree in
political science at Florida State
University in 1987 and a Juris
Doctorate degree from the FSU
College of Law in 1991.

$468,878 To USF College Of
Education For Innovative
Reading Research Program
USF College of Education receives Florida Department of
Education’s Just Read Florida! Award
TAMPA - A one-year
$468,878 project awarded to
the University of South Florida
College of Education by the
Florida Department of
Education’s: Just Read!
Florida initiative will
document and study improve
ments in reading skills that will
lead to implementing and
expanding the use of effective
reading intervention programs.
The grant will provide the
opportunity for a study of Tune
in™ to Reading (TIR) as a
reading intervention for strug
gling adolescent readers per
forming at Levels 1 and 2 on
2007’sFCAT.
TIR is a computer software
program that allows users to
record themselves singing
while sitting at a computer,
wearing a headset with a
microphone. This provides
motivation and encourages
struggling readers to keep on
reading the song lyrics.
Research shows that repeated
readings improve fluency and
comprehension. Studies have
also reported significant

Florida
Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) and
comprehension gains using
TIR.
“This grant will give us
the opportunity to use an inno
vative intervention that may
permanently change the lives
of students,” said Susan
Homan, Ph.D., professor of
literacy in the College of
Education at USF. Homan
continued, “Struggling readers
in high school may have failed
reading, but they have strong
ties to music.
I’ve seen
students really enjoy using
TIR.”
The results of those
studies indicated struggling
readers using the program for
nine weeks improved over one
year in their instructional
reading levels. The most
recent data (2006-2007) from
one elementary and one middle
school in Hillsborough County
demonstrated that after 18
weeks of use, the students
made instructional level gains
of over two years as well as
strong gains in Development

Scale Score (DSS) change on
the 2007 FCAT In a 20052006 study, students using TIR
at the elementary, middle and
high school levels demonstrat
ed DSS gains of more than
double the DSS gains reported
on the Florida Department of
Education (FLDOE) website
for their respective grade
levels
(FLDOE
K-12
Innovation Conference, 2007).
Students selected for
inclusion in the study attend
either a large high school in
Pasco County or attend one of
10 juvenile justice sites in
Hillsborough County. The
goals of this study are to
examine the effects of the TIR
intervention on subgroups of
struggling readers ’currently
receiving reading interventions
based on their 2007 FCAT
scores. It is anticipated by
researchers at USF that the
results will provide informa
tion on reasonable expecta
tions of reading growth for the
instructional conditions and
types of students participating
in the study.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PERFORMANCE REVIEW AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT
January 31,2008
The Pinellas County Department of Community Development is holding a public hearing
to obtain citizens’ views on housing and community development needs, and on the
review of 2006 - 2007 program performance for the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG), Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG), and HOME Investment Partnership
Programs (HOME).
The public hearing will be held on Thursday, January 31, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Community Development Conference Room, 8th floor, Bank of America Building, 600
Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater.

The County CDBG Program Area includes all unincorporated areas and the
municipalities of Belleair, Belleair Beach, Belleair Bluffs, Dunedin, Gulfport, Indian
Rocks Beach, Indian Shores, Kenneth City, Madeira Beach, North Redington Beach,
Oldsmar, Pinellas Park, Redington Beach, Redington Shores, Safety Harbor, St. Pete
Beach, Seminole, South Pasadena, Tarpon Springs and Treasure Island. The HOME
Investment Partnership Program Area includes the above plus the City of Largo. ESG

Local Author Has Upcoming
Book Signing Event
WINTER HAVEN - Local
teacher Jeanne Icenhour, of
Winter Haven, has released the
true story of her husband’s battle
against cancer in her first book,
entitled, “At First You Cry: Our
Faith Journey Through Cancer.”
Published by Tate Publishing
and Enterprises, Icenhour’s book
tells the story of the innerstrength and courage she and her

husband, Larry, discovered when
he was diagnosed with a rare
form of cancer. The author
shares the emails between the
couple as they travel to the
Memorial
Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center in New York from
their safely planned future in
Winter Haven, Fla., and embark
on the “faith journey” of their
lives.

A book signing event is
scheduled for Jan. 19, from 1:003:00 p.m, Barnes and Noble,
122 Brandon Town Center,
Brandon. The book is available
at any bookstore nationwide or
can
be
ordered
through
Barnesandnoble.com,
amazon.com or walmart.com.
Audio versions of the book are
also available.

Program Area is all of Pinellas County except the City of St. Petersburg (which also
receives ESG funds).
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at these hearings,
they will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled at no cost to you to the provision of
certain assistance. If you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights,
400 South Ft. Harrison Avenue, #500, Clearwater FL 33756, 727-464-4062 (V/TDD)

,
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ENTERTAINMENT
Tribute To African American
Luminaries At The BET Honors
On Saturday, January 12
NEW
YORK,
NY
(BlackNews.com) - Stevie
Wonder, John Legend, Erykah
Badu, Jill Scott, Wyclef Jean,
Danny
Glover,
Kerry
Washington, Vivica A. Fox and
Hill Harper will pay tribute to
Alicia Keys (Entertainment
Award), Tyra Banks (Media
Award), Dr. Cornel West,
University Professor in the*
Center for African American
Studies (Award for Education),
Richard Parsons (Corporate
Citizen Award),
The
Honorable Maxine Waters
(Public Service Award) and
CEO Janice Bryant Howroyd
(Entrepreneur Award) at THE
BET HONORS on Saturday,
Jan. 12 at the Warner Theatre
in Washington, D.C. Hosted by
Cedric “The Entertainer,” THE
BET HONORS, which cele
brates the lives and achieve
ments of African American
luminaries, will premiere on
the network during Black
History Month on Friday, Feb.
22 at 8:00 p.m. ET/PT.
“We are thrilled to present
the first-ever BET HONORS
and pay tribute to the thinkers,
trailblazers and trendsetters
whose accomplishments serve
as inspirations for current and
future
generations,”
said
Debra Lee, chairman and chief
executive officer, BET
Networks. “Each of these
remarkable individuals has
made significant contributions
to the black community and

American culture overall, and
BET Networks is proud to
recognize them through this
very special, new tentpole
event. We’ve done a number of
significant shows in other
cities, but what better place to
honor these individuals than in
our home city of Washington,
D.C.”
Stephen
Hill,
BET’s
executive
vice
president,
Entertainment Programming, Music & Talent and Lynne
Harris Taylor, vice president of
Specials are the show’s
executive producers, along
with John Cossette of John
Cossette Productions.
For up-to-the-minute and
archival press information
including releases and photo
graphs, visit BET’s press-only
Web site at www.bet.com/pr
About the Honorees
TYRA BANKS — Tyra
Banks is a supermodel, host
and jddge of the reality televi
sion show America’s Next
Top Model, and is currently
hosting her own Daytime
Emmy Award-nominated talk
show, The Tyra Banks Show.
JANICE
BRYANT
HOWROYD — Janice Bryant
Howroyd is the chairman,
chief executive officer and
founder ofACT* 1, a personnel
servicing company that
provides staffing, human
resources and ■- management
solutions to Fortune - 500
companies in many industries.

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.
’ Midday cafe plays today's R&B and classic soul music from yesterday. 1 pan. - 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music. 7 p.m -10 pan.
•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slow and easy. 10 p.m. -12 p.m.
• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. .

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947

email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
request Line (727) 864-1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)

2060 1 st Avenue North
St. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

ALICIA KEYS — Alicia
Keys is a nine-time Grammy
Award-winning R&B and soul
singer, songwriter and pianist,
who has sold more than 25
million records worldwide.
RICHARD PARSONS —
Richard Parsons is Chairman
of the Board of Time Warner
Inc., whose businesses include
filmed entertainment, interac
tive services, television
networks, cable systems and
publishing.
THE
HONORABLE
MAXINE
WATERS
—
Maxine Waters, D-Cal., was
elected in November 2006 to
her ninth term in the House of
Representatives, serving the
35th District of California,
which represents a large part
of South Central Los Angeles,
the
communities
of
Westchester and Playa Del
Ray, as well as the diverse
cities of Gardena, Hawthorne,
Inglewood and Lawndale.
DR. CORNEL WEST,
University Professor in the
Center for African American
Studies — Dr. Cornel West is a
professor of religion and
African American studies at
Princeton University, and is
considered one of America’s
most gifted, provocative and
important public intellectuals.
He has won numerous awards,
including the American Book
Award, and has received more
than 20 honorary degrees.

“No one
should
negotiate
their dreams.
Dreams must
be free to flee
and fly high.
No
government,
no legislature,
has a right to
limit your
dreams,
You should
never agree to
surrender
your dreams.”

Holiday Wonders - 2007
The cultural arts played an
interesting and informative part
of my holiday season this year.
For instance, as in the past, I
attended the presentation of
Black Nativity by the Westcoast
Black Theater Troupe in
Sarasota. My review “Black
Nativity: Go Tell It On The
Mountain” was reported to you
in the Dec. 20 issue of The
Weekly Challenger. This year I
got to enjoy the New Tang
Dynasty Television (NTDTV)
Chinese New Year Spectacular
“Holiday Wonders Show”
performed by “Divine
Performing Arts”. NTDTV
initially launched this annual cel
ebration dining the Christmas
season 2006.
The extremely talented
Divine Performing Arts
entourage was brought to St.
Petersburg and surrounding
communities by its promoter
New Times Culture and
Education Center. Its objective
was to bring the beauty of
Chinese culture to the State of
Florida, thereby substantiating
its mission statement to
“Promote Genuine Chinese
Culture Through Education.”
Presented at the Mahaffey
Theater on December 29 and 30,
Holiday Wonders was truly a real
in-life cultural extravaganza for
the entire family.
Chinese culture has an
extensive and lofty histoiy. It’s a
culture that’s centered on
divinity and the unity of heaven,
earth and man. As a result, China
has long been referred to as the

“Divine Land,” or “The Land of
the Divine,” because the people
in ancient China believed that
Chinese culture was a gift from
the heavens. I was simply
amazed at the superb musical
and dance skills demonstrated
during their presentation. The
program included traditional
classical Chinese dance and
music designed to promote
universal value and respect for
life, human belief in and
gratitude to the divinity.
The performers wore a
myriad of colorful costumes
reflecting in pastel shades in all
the magnificent colors of the
rainbow. Often there were as
many as twenty plus dancers on
stage performing extraordinary
choreography in unison. Also,
never have I seen such excep
tional and intricate customdesigned digital backdrops. At
times it appeared as though the
entire stage was actually
somewhere else in a totally
different location and country.
There are scenes of Heaven with
Chinese gods seen floating down
to earth and there were smoke
stacks with smoke billowing out
that made the performances
seem that much more real.
During its 5,000 years
of legends and culture*’ China
experienced its ‘golden age’ when the Tang DynastyConfucianism, Taoism and
Buddhism were at its peak and
the society prospered - but also
encountered severe problems.
Legend has it that over the
centuries China’s moral values

declined, faced corruption and
turmoil, and eventually people
no longer heeded the will of the
heavens. Valued gifts believed to
have been granted to the people
from the heavens and by the
gods were lost.
Today is a new day, and New
Times Culture and Education
Center is helping to promote a
cultural renaissance designed to
recoup China’s long-lost
treasures by presenting the per
formances of Divine Performing
Arts (Chinese dancers, singers
and musicians). These produc
tions are authentic and innova
tive and will delight the senses,
touch the hearts, and move the
soul. New Times Culture and
Education Center has chosen an
effective way to promote cultural
exchange
with
Holiday
Wonders, an exciting multi
cultural celebration for the
holiday season. China’s history
comes to life in this gorgeous
performance that is entertaining,
inspiring and uplifting.
The
content of the presentation was
expressed in both Chinese and
English.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fens — do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! You may visit my
website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at JazzJamm@aolcom.
You may also mail your letters to
Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., $., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

Vilnius String Quartet
Wednesday, Jan. 16,4 p.m., $17-$27
Special Location: Music Center
St. Petersburg College, St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
6605 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710

~ Jesse Jackson

T-SHIRTS . UNIFORMS . SPORTSWEAR . FAMILY REUNIONS . MEMORIALS

PH; (727)823-2500

JAIZZ
JAIMIM

PH; (727)7687529

UNIVERSITY
“WE GOT IT 1 99
CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
1550 1©TM S“T.
EML: 8CORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS . SCREEN PRINTING . EMBROIDERY . BANNERS . SIGNS ft MORE I

YOU
DON’T
HAVE
TO BEA
HERO
TO BEA
HERO
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Encore 2008
Made in the USA
A Parisian in St. Petersburg
Tuesday, Jan. 29,7:30 p.m., $12—$17
Special Location: Music Center \
St. Petersburg College, St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus
6605 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710

PALLADIUM

at ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

BOX OFFICE (727) 822-3590
WWW.MYPALLADIUM.ORG
253 FIFTH AVE. N., ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

MEDIA SPONSOR

2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family

(tunes

Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain
Rauscher, Sembler Company, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.
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NFL TRIVIA OF
THE WEEK
What team holds the NFL team record
for most points scored in a season?

Gruden: Bucs Didn't Lose To Giants
Because They Were Rusty

Bucs sideline at the end of
the game
BY FRED GOODALL
TAMPA (AP) - There were
plenty of reasons flap? Tampa
Bay's hasty exit from the
playoffs.
The offense sputtered after a
quick start, the defense: was
unable to force mistake by Eli
Manning, and special tganisj
fumbled away the second-half
kickoff, helping the New York
Giants pull away to a 24-14 j
victory in Sunday's NFC wild
card game,
One thing couch Jon Gruden
said was not a factor was resting
most of his starters the final two
weeks of the regular season, a
move that raised the question of
whether he set up the NFC South
champions for failure in the

postseason.
"We really didn't have a
choice,
OK?
Peoplecan
question ft, and I'll answer'1*
Gruden said. "I'll take the
criticism. We didn't lose because
of what occurred last week. ... I
think a lot of other p&plfcvould
Lav.e handled the situation the
same way."
The Bucs (9-8) lost four of
their last five games. Gruden
insisted the only way he could
give his team avarice to bewTcessful against New VtSfk was to
make sure as many starters as
possible were healthy.
The Giants (11-6),' on the
other hand, went all out in their
finale, building momentum
despite losing 38-35 to unbeaten
NewEngland.
"I think Bill Parcells said it
best: You're not right unless you
win," saidjBucs linebacker
Barrett Rudd, one of two
regulars on defense who did not
play in the season finale against
Carolina. "You rest guys and
lose, then you shouldn't have
rested them.”
Comerback Ronde Barber
was one of the veterans who

would have preferred to not sit
out much of the last two games,
but he didn't second-guess the
decision.
"You know w^at? At the
end of the day, it doesn't mattery*
Barber said. "I'm sure some
boneheads will make that point.
I. It's irrelevant: We're profes
sionals. W*know what our job
IS.

JL -

• : ‘

One of the players jjftReiy
expected the rest to help was
Joey Galloway,, who injured his
shoulder three weeks ago and
gtilltyas no|J0O percent Sunday.
The l,00flfe^ardr®^iveii Tampa
Bay's only legitimate deep
threat, had one catch for 9 yards
and was not on the field al the
epd Sf the game.
"HiL was^j.inefwBjMft""
Gruden said, "He, obviously
Jbsn't Joey Galloway."
Quarterback Jeff Garcia,
intercepted twice after throwing
only four .picks during the
regular season, also discounted
the impact of the layoff. The
offense struggled after outgainin& the Giants 78 yards to
minus-2 and taking a 7-0 lead in
the first quarter.

"I don't want to harp on
whether we were rusty or not,"
Garcia said. "I don't think it had
any effect on foagHgr my
tqammates. It was just a matter
of (New 'York) themiplaving
well as a team. They never
allowed us to really get in a
rhjgthm."
The Bucs played without
j(hebacker Cato June, one of
nine defensive starters who
started the season finale. He and
left guard AaronSears were hurt
again!) the Knthers, although
Sears was able to play Sunday.
Another offensive lineman,
Davin Joseph, went to the locker
room because of an unspecified
injury, but returned and finished
the game.
"If you look at it,’We had
starters hurl from playing in that
lj|f game, so 1 •perfectly agree
with the decision," said tight end
Alex Smith, who caught a
fourth-quarten touchdown pass
from Garcia. *
"I think guys were sharp,
guys were ready to go.... I think
we could have all played better.
Special teams, offense, defense,
it was a collective loss."

Jaguars Escape - With Boost From Landri
And Jones-Drew, Jags Advance

Maurice Jones-Drew
BY MARK LONG
JACKSONVILLE (AP) Jaguars defensive tackle Derek
Landri got home around 5 a.m.
Sunday and couldn't sleep.
He didn't want to, either.
"I didn't want the day to
end," Landri said.
Landri eventually crashed
for a few hours, but was on the
golf course later in the day,
hitting balls with teammate
Maurice Jones-Drew as they
relived their first playoff experi
ence.
It was quite memorable, too.
The two backups played key
roles in Jacksonville's thrilling,
31-29 victory at Pittsburgh in an
AFC wild-card game Saturday
night.
Landri, filling in for twotime Pro Bowl defensive tackle
John Henderson, had his first
interception, first sack and first
fumble recovery.
Jones-Drew had a 96-yard
kickoff return to set up a
touchdown, a 43-yard TD
reception and a lO-yard scoring
run.
They weren't the only stars.

David Garrard rebounded
fromhis two interceptions with a
32-yard run on a fourth-and-2
play to set up Josh Scobee's 25yard field goal with 37 seconds
remaining. Rashean Mathis had
two interceptions, including one
returned 63 yards for a score.
And Bobby McCray sacked Ben
Roethlisberger on Pittsburgh's
final play to seal the franchise's
first postseason win since
January 2000.
It marked coach Jack Del
Rio's first playoff victory and the
team's first postseason road win
since January 1997.
The Jaguars will play at
unbeaten New England on
Saturday night or at defending
Super
Bowl
champion
Indianapolis next Sunday.
"Regardless of who we
draw, we know it's going to be a
very stiff challenge," Del Rio
said Sunday. "Those are two of
the elite teams in the National
Football League, so it's going to
be a huge challenge."
The Jaguars responded to a
challenge against the Steelers,
who scored touchdowns on three
consecutive possessions to erase
an 18-point deficit in the fourth
quarter.
Pittsburgh went ahead 29-28
with 6:21 remaining. Thanks to
two failed 2-point conversion
and Pittsburgh's strange decision
to run Roethlisberger on a thirdand-6 play with about 3 minutes

to play, the Jaguars got a shot to
win.
Garrard, who played his
worst game of the season, over
shadowed his mistakes with his
longest run in more than five
years.
The bottom line is we made
the plays we needed to make at
the times they needed to be made
to win the game," Del Rio said.
"Offensively, there was tough
sledding there, but we did
enough to win. We made some
big plays."
Some of the biggest came
from Landri and Jones-Drew.
Landri, a fifth-round draft
pick from Notre Dame, stepped
in for Henderson after he left in
the first quarter with a strained
hamstring.
Landri recorded his first
career sack a few minutes later.
His first career interception was
even more important.
The Steelers were trailing
21-7 and driving near the end of
the first half. On second-and-4 at
the Jacksonville 21, Landri read
a screen, dropped off the line of
scrimmage and stepped in front
of Roethlisberger's short pass.
"Not too many times do
defensive linemen get picks, so
that's awesome," Landri said.
"That was a real big play for the
team. That one was pretty huge."
His fumble recovery was
equally huge.
After Jacksonville went

ahead 31-29, the Steelers had
one final shot with 37 seconds
left.
But McCray
sacked
Roethlisberger and caused a
fumble that Landri recovered.
"To get on that ball and end
the game like that, that was
pretty sweet," Landri said.
Jones-Drew made his plays
early. After Pittsburgh opened
the game with a touchdown,
Jones-Drew took the ensuing
kickoff, eluded two tacklers and
Weaved his way to the l-yard
line., Fred Taylor evened the
score on the next play.
In the second quarter, JonesDrew beat linebacker James
Farrior on a wheel route, caught
a pass in stride and then juked
Tyrone Carter near the goal line.
His first TD reception this season
made it 21-7.
He went untouched around
the left end for a score in the
third, making it 28-10.
Jones-Drew
had
been
somewhat of a forgotten man in
Jacksonville, with Taylor putting
together five consecutive 100yard games to end the season.
"He didn't go away in our
mind at all," Del Rio said.' 'He's
a special young man. He's got the
heart of a,champion. He loves to
compete. ... He's explosive with
the ball in his hands; he's a threat
without it. He's just a super
football player and he's been
unselfish. I can't say enough
about him."

College Football Final AP Top 25
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

LSU (60) 12-2
Georgia (3),11-2
USC (1) 11-2
Missouri 12-2
Ohio State 11-2
West Virginia 11 -2
Kansas (1) 12-1
Oklahoma 11-3
Virginia Tech 11-3

10. Texas 10-3
10. Boston College 11-3
12. Tennessee 10-4
13. Florida 9-4
14. Brigham Young 11-2
15. Auburn 9-4
16. Arizona State 10-3
17. Cincinnati 10-3
18. Michigan 9-4

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Hawaii 12-1
Illinois 9-4
Clemson 9-4
Texas Tech 9-4
Oregon 9-4
Wisconsin 9-4
Oregon State 9-4

Hint: Were the winners
of Super Bowl XXXVI.
Last Week’s Answer:
Hall Of Fame QB Warren Moon

See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. North Carolina (45) 13-0
2. Memphis (26) 11-0
3. Kansas (1) 13-0
4. Washington State 12-0
5. UCLA 12-1
6. Michigan State 12-1
7. Georgetown 9-1
8. Tennessee 12-1
9. Duke 10-1
10. Marquette 10-1
11. Indiana 11-1
12. Texas A&M 12-1
13. Pittsburgh 11-1
14. Texas 11-2
15. Vanderbilt 12-0
16. Butler 12-1
17. Villanova 10-1

18. Mississippi 12-0
19. Clemson 11-1
20. Dayton 11-1
21. Arizona 9-3
22. USC 9-3
23. Rhode Island 13-1
24. Stanford 11-1
25. Wisconsin 10-2

Colts Safety
Bob Sanders Wins
NFL Defensive
Player Award

Bob Sanders
BY BARRY WILNER
NEW YORK (AP) - Bob
Sanders' impact on the vastly
improved Indianapolis defense,
not to mention his impact on
opposing ball carriers, earned
the Colts safety The Associated
Press 2007 NFL Defensive
Player of the Year award on
Monday.
Sanders makes highlight
films with his smash-mouth
style and knack for always being
near the ball. His value as a
leader was just as much a factor
in Indianapolis having the thirdranked unit in the NFL and
allowing just 262 points, a
league low.
Yes, these Colts can play
dominating
defense,
and
Sanders is the main reason.
"One of the things we
talked about when he first got
here was how critical this
position is in this defense," said
coach Tony Dungy, who has
nicknamed
Sanders
"The
Eraser."
"Donnie Shell went to five
Pro Bowls, and John Lynch
went to I don't even know how
many Pro Bowls. You get asked
to do a lot of things in this
defense, and it's rare to find
someone who can do those
things."
Sanders did enough to earn
31 votes from a nationwide
panel of 50 media members who
regularly cover the NFL. That

was particularly impressive
because it was a strong season
for individual defensive per
formances.
Yet next closest in the
balloting were Seattle Seahawks
end
Patrick
Keihey
and
Tennessee Titans tackle Albert
Haynesworth with four votes
each.
Sanders was a huge factor in
the Colts' surge to the Super
Bowl title last year. He missed
most of the regular season, got
healthy for the playoffs, and
suddenly teams couldn't run or
pass effectively on the Colts.
With Sanders in the lineup
for 15 games this season, the
Colts were superb defensively
on their way to a 13-3 record
and the AFC South division
crown.
Not that Sanders laid back in
an attempt to stay healthy.
' 'This (the award) is a goal I
set for myself every year and for
it to come so fast is something I
never expected," Sanders said.
"It's exciting, it's an honor and I
will cherish this moment
forever."
His teammates were cele
brating right there next to him.
Indianapolis is typically
regarded as an offensive jugger
naut, and Sanders is the first
Colts player to win the
defensive award.
Plus, he did it in a season
when the Colts lost their other
key defender, Dwight Freeney,
for the final seven games with a
season-ending
foot
injury.
Freeney was just one of a
handful of starters who missed
games, but Sanders remained
the constant on defense.
"His presence makes us
better,"
linebacker
Gary
Brackett said. "He's a gamechanger. But his presence gives
us a comfort level, knowing he's
going to be back there to clean
up for us."
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STATE NEWS
Attorney
General Bill
McCollum

McCollum: Make
New Year’s Resolution
To Get Free Credit Report

Massacre Memory Still Haunts
After Nearly 85 Years

2007 was a record year for the loss or theft of personal data,
and credit reports can help monitor personal information
TALLAHASSEE - Attorney
General Bill McCollum today
issued a consumer advisory
encouraging Floridians to make
a New Year’s resolution to get
their free annual credit report at
the only official source for free
annual reports, www.annualcreditreport.com. The website
works in conjunction with
Equifax,
Experian
and
TransUnion, the three national
credit reporting companies.
Because identity theft is a signif
icant
problem
threatening
Florida, many citizens seek
credit reports to monitor their
personal information and ensure
that they have not been unknow
ingly victimized by identity
theft.
“Identity theft often wreaks
significant havoc long before
victims are aware of the crime.
By the time they realize they
have been victimized, their
financeSj their credit scores and
their reputations are almost
always seriously impacted,” said
Attorney General McCollum.
“With reports of data thefts on
the rise, I encourage all
Floridians to regularly review

their credit reports and bank and
credit card statements carefully
to detect fraudulent charges or
accounts.”
Consumers have the option
of ordering one comprehensive
report or one report from each
company, although authorities
recommend spacing the reports
out every four months. Reports
are also available by phone at 1877-322-8228.
Last year, the loss or theft of
personal data such as credit-card
and Social Security numbers
soared to unprecedented levels:
Major incidents
in 2007
included a breach at TJX
Companies, Inc. that compro
mised millions of personal
records, lost data disks with
bank account numbers in
Britain, a hacker attack of a
U.S.-based online
broker’s
database and a scam that
unveiled resume contact infor
mation from a U.S. online jobs
site. Under a June agreement
negotiated by Attorney General
McCollum, TJX agreed to
provide an additional notice to
consumers who were affected by
an earlier data breach. TJX is the

parent company of TJ Maxx,
Marshalls, AJ Wright and
HomeGoods stores.
The Attorney General also
warned that many of the “free”
credit report offers available
online are often far from being
free of charge. Numerous
websites offer “free” reports or
credit scores that art tied to
offers of credit monitoring
and/or other services. These
offers often require payment and
the consumer is usually unaware
that he or she is paying for a
service. Additionally, many
websites offer trial memberships
that require consumers to cancel
within 30 days or they will be
charged a monthly fee. Should
consumers choose to enroll in a
credit monitoring service, the
Attorney General recommends
documenting telephone calls
when canceling subscriptions
and follow up in writing when
they choose to cancel.
Consumers with complaints
about a credit reporting service
may call the Attorney General’s
Fraud Hotline at 1-866-9-NOSCAM (1-866-966-7226).

Four Appointed To The
Florida Commission On The
Status Of Women
TALLAHASSEE - Attorney
General Bill McCollum has
announced the following reap
pointments and appointments to
the Florida Commission on the
Status of Women:
• Commissioner Laurie A.
Pizzo - reappointed for a term
beginning January 1, 2008, and
ending December 31, 2011.
Pizzo, of Spring Hill, has worked
in sales her entire career and has
dedicated herself to community
service activities and programs
such as the Hospice Kids
Foundation and The Dawn
Center of Hernando County, a
domestic and sexual violence
shelter.
• Commissioner Deborah
Jallad - reappointed for a term
beginning January 1, 2008, and
ending December 31, 2011.
Commissioner Jallad, of Winter
Park, is the President and
Chairman of a Florida-based
insurance company holding

system specializing in the under
writing of non-contract surety
bonds. She has earned numerous
awards for both her community
service
and
professional
expertise.
• Nancy Peek McGowan —
newly appointed for a term
beginning January 1, 2008, and
ending December 31, 2011.
McGowan, of Jacksonville, has a
passion for public policy and has
been instrumental in developing
the legislation which resulted in
the mandatory physical fitness
standards for children in Florida
public schools.
• Lourdes Castillo de la Pena
- newly appointed for a term
beginning January 1, 2008, and
ending December 31, 2011.
Castillo de la Pena, of Miami,
has been active in civic affords in
the Miami-Dade community for
the past several decades, holding
leadership
positions
with,
numerous non-profit Boards,

committees and organizations.
The Florida Commission on
the Status of Women is a nonpar
tisan board, statutorily created in
1991, consisting of 22 appointed
members. The Commission is
administratively housed in the
Office of the Attorney General.
The Commission’s mandate is to
study and make recommenda
tions to the Governor, Cabinet
and Legislature on issues
affecting women. These recom
mendations are presented in the
form of an annual report that is
distributed in the first quarter of
each year.
The Governor, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives,
the President of Senate and the
Attorney General appoint four
members and the Chief Financial
Officer and Commissioner of
Agriculture each appoint three
members for a term of four
years.

Rosewood home burning
BY RON HAYES
THE PALM BEACH POST
ROSEWOOD (AP) - “I was
8-years-old when this whole
thing happened, home with our
father in bed asleep, less than a
mile from where they hung
Uncle Sam,” Robie Mortin
remembers. “It was New Year ’s
Day, 1923.”
Robie Mortin is 92, and
what she calls “this whole
thing,” historians call the
Rosewood Massacre. On that
day 85 years ago, a 22-year-old
white woman named Fannie
Taylor told the Levy County
sheriff that a black man had
assaulted her. Soon a mob of
between 400 and 500 people
were searching the woods
around Rosewood, a community
of about 30 black families east
of Cedar Key. Suspicion had
fallen on Jesse Hunter, a black
man who recently had escaped
from a chain gang.
Hunter was never found,
but after seven days of violence,
six blacks and two whites had
been killed. The homes, stores
and churches of Rosewood lay
in ashes, and the surviving
residents had fled through the
woods. Mortin’s uncle, Sam
Carter, was the first to die.
A 1993 investigation that
the state commissioned during a
debate over proposed repara
tions to the Rosewood survivors
called the violence “a tragedy of
American democracy and the
American legal system.”
Rosewood is little more
than a historical marker at the
side of State Road 24 now, but
Robie Mortin is still very much
here. Her mind is sharp, and
she’s not afraid to speak it. Even
though she spent 13 years in
Okeechobee after her late
husband’s retirement and now
lives in a West Palm Beach
apartment building, she still
considers herself a lifelong
resident of Riviera Beach and
still owns a home there. She
would be worth a visit, even if
she hadn’t arrived in 1925 as a
Rosewood refugee.
. “My daddy got up that
Tuesday morning, and he went
to work, and this is when he
learned all about this,” she says.
“I want you all to get your

selves dressed,” she remembers
him telling her and her older
sister. “Put on all your heavy
clothes and everything because
we got to get out of here.”
“He didn’t say anything
about Uncle Sammy out there
hanging in the tree,” she says.
According to the 1993
report,
Sam
Carter,
45,
allegedly had been seen with
Jesse Hunter. When he failed to
answer the posse’s questions to
its satisfaction, “his body was
riddled with bullets and then
hanged from a tree.”
Mortin, her sister Sedie, and
her grandmother - Sam Carter’s
mother - flagged down a train in
the woods and traveled to Otter
Creek, where they caught
another train to Chiefland. “The
.name of that train I never will
forget,” she says. “It was the
Sunny Jim. Sunny Jim came
east.”
Mortin’s grandmother went
back to Rosewood long enough
to see the destruction and
conclude it was no place to live
anymore.
“We had a car,” she says,
“and a gallon of gas at that time
would take you a long, long
way. We were on the highway
about a week.”
She traveled with her grand
mother, her two older sisters,
and a brother-in-law, living on
rabbit and squirrel, sleeping
beneath a tarpaulin by the side
of the road until they reached
the little town of Eau Gallie, just
north of Melbourne, where her
brother-in-law found work on
the railroad.
Eventually, they found their
way to Kelsey City, a new
development that now is Lake
Park. But Mortin still calls it
Kelsey City. They settled just
south of town and soon found
that others from Rosewood had
done the same.
“There was a big pineapple
grove in there from the railroad
all the way across the highway,”
she says. “There was section
houses right on the railroad
tracks. It was pitiful. There was
nothing here but a bunch ofpoor
folks that had nothing.”
Her grandmother bought
three lots for $25 each, and they
settled, and stayed. And Riviera
Beach became a city.
“Now you’re supposed to
pay your bills like everybody
else, but when I first came we
didn’t have to do that because
there wasn’t anything there to
pay for. No water, no electricity,
no anything else. Outhouse?
Oh, boy, you better have,

because you sure didn’t have an
inhouse at that time!”
In time, she found domestic
work in Palm Beach and learned
about rich people.
“I learned that some of them
are nice and some are not, but it
was a job,” she says. “I started
out working for $5 and ended
up with the big money, $89 a
week.”
She was married twice,
raised four successful children,
buried one and lived to see the
state grant $2.1 million in repa
rations to the Rosewood
survivors. She got $156,000 of
it, but it hasn’t changed her
style.
“I didn’t never want to be
rich,” she says. “Rich people
have problems. I think you can
have too much money. I do.”
And she still knows what
happened that New Year’s Day
all those years ago. The truth,
Mortin says, is that Fannie
Taylor was beaten by a white
railroad man with whom she’d
been carrying on for a while. He
would jump off the train on its
way to Cedar Key, visit with
Taylor while her husband was at
work, then jump back on when
the train came back east.
“My Aunt Sarah worked for
that woman and was right there
when it happened,” she says.
“Aunt Sarah was right there
boiling clothes, working for her,
and she always seen this man
coming and going. But she
wouldn’t open her mouth. She
was afraid to say anything, and I
don’t blame her.”
The official report found
several other former Rosewood
residents or their descendants
who say the same.
On Oct. 5, the city of
Riviera Beach rededicated one
of its few institutions older than
Robie Mortin: the newly
renovated Sugarhill Cemetery
on 30th Street, where the
earliest bodies were buried
sometime before 1920.
The loudest applause went
to Robie, who told the
assembled,
dignitaries,
“If
anybody knows the history of
Riviera Beach, I do.”
Now she wants to document
the Rosewood survivors who
settled here after fleeing the
violence. “My daddy’s buried in
Sugarhill,” she says, “and my
oldest sister Esther’s buried
there. I lost one of my little
babies when she was just 3years-old, Annie Kate Smith,
and she’s buried there. Oh, yes,
when we got here, we met that
cemetery there.”

New Year’s Resolution Can Lead To A New Career For Florida
Job Seekers - Employ Florida Helps Candidates Find Next Job
TALLAHASSEE
- As
Floridians start the New Year,
several people already have an
important resolution in mind
for.2008: to find a new job.
Even as Florida boasts low
unemployment rates, currently
at 4.3 percent, this is the,
perfect time for those without
work or seeking a career
change to visit the Employ
Florida Marketplace, online at
EmployFlorida.com.
Unlike previous online
state-sponsored employment
tools, the Marketplace uses
state of the art technology, and
currently lists more than
275,000 job postings and more
than 454,000 resumes. In
addition to providing a Web

site where employers and job
seekers can connect to each
other, the Employ Florida
Marketplace
offers
quick
access to many other useful
employment
tools
and
services. Best of all, it’s all
available at no charge to
employers and job seekers
alike.
“Workforce Florida, the
Agency
for
Workforce
Innovation and the local
Employ Florida affiliates are
committed to providing job
seekers with the tools they
need to find high quality jobs,”
said
Workforce
Florida
President Chris Hart.
> “The
Employ
Florida
Marketplace is a one-of-a-kind

resource tailored specifically
to help both the first time job
seeker and individuals already
working who are interested in
furthering their career.”
The
Employ
Florida
Marketplace,
launched
in
January of 2007, is the virtual
access point for Florida’s
entire
public
workforce
system which includes 24
regional workforce boards and
their local service centers; the
state workforce policy board,
Workforce Florida; and the
state’s lead workforce devel
opment agency, the Agency
for Workforce Innovation.
Users can not only search for
jobs, but can also build and
post their resume; research

wage, occupation, education
and training information even locate their local Employ
Florida affiliate office for inperson assistance.
To help job seekers fulfill
their New Year’s resolutions,
EmployFlorida.com offers job
seekers the following services:
• Set up a Virtual Recruiter
search agent to automatically
review job postings and notify
them of jobs that match their
skills.
• Track job search efforts
and resumes sent in a personal
profile folder online.
• Learn about services and
benefits for which they may be
eligible.
• Determine a budget and

plan for training.
• Research regional labor
market information, such as
salaries.
• Use the email/message
center to contact employers
and
workforce
customer
service representatives.
• Use a professional format
to create and send resumes and
cover letters to employers.
• Assess your job skills, set
goals, and research training
providers.
• Review available jobs
and apply online.
Workforce professionals
are available across the state at
nearly 100 local service or
“one-stop” centers to provide
personalized assistance to

anyone in pursuit of new or
elevated career goals.
A quick visit to the Web
site or a call to the Employ
Florida toll free number at 1866-FLA-2345 can connect
customers to contact informa
tion for their local affiliate.
Since
its
launch,
EmployFlorida.com
has
grown to serve more than
47,000 unique visitors per day.
More than 161,000 Florida
employers utilize the site to
post current job openings at
their company; search through
the site’s more than 454,000
resumes; and access the latest
information on training grants,
labor market trends, and more.
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national news
Judge To Farrakhan:
Please Explain

Minister Louis Farrakhan
BY ERNEST ALEXANDER
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM THE
AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON,
D.C.
(NNPA)- Nation of Islam leader
Minister Louis Farrakhan is
being hauled into court over his
son’s hit and run accident. A
federal judge has ordered
Farrakhan to appear in court next
month to explain why payments
made to his son are. not consid
ered income, but charity.
The importance of the dis
tinction comes in light ofhis 48year-old son Nasir Farrakhan’s
failure to pay Charles and
Gladys Peterson, an Indiana

couple, punitive damages of
$325,000 after he slammed his
father’s Hummer into their car
and fled the scene in 2003.
“They were traveling in [the]
same lane in the same direction
and Nasir was behind them and
he hit them,“ said the Peterson’s
lawyer, Michael Back. “And
then when he tried to flee the
scene as they were pulling off the
road, he hit them again,”
According to Back, the jury
determined that he was under the
influence of some substance and
that testimony identified it as
likely being an overdose of
Vicatin. A crack pipe was found
in the car by the Illinois State
Police when they finally chased
Farrakhan down, Back said.
Earlier this month, U.S. District
Magistrate Andrew Rodovich
ordered Louis Farrakhan and a
financial representative of the
Nation of Islam to appear in
court in Hammond on Jan. 24 for
a
preceding
supplemental
hearing to answer questions
from the Peterson’s lawyer as to
why the younger Farrakhan had
failed to make any payments to

his clients despite the fact that he
receives $1,400 a month from
his father, said a spokesperson
from Rodovich’s office.
*
The younger Farrakhan said
in court that he couldn’t pay
because he has no income, has
never been employed, has no
checking account or savings and
has never filed income taxes in
his entire life, Back said.
Farrakhan added that the $1,400
in cash he receives from his
father each month is legally con
sidered charity, even though he
has acted as head of the
minister’s 24-man security force
for many years, Back said.
A substantial amount of money
exceeding $464,000 has already
been collected by the Petersons,
but that the money came from
Farrakhan’s insurance, Back
said.
Farrakhan has made no
attempts to pay the couple out of
his own pocket, Back said.
Neither The Nation of Islam’s
headquarters in Chicago nor rep
resentatives from the Final Call
responded to repeated calls
regarding the incident.

Denzel Donates $ 1 Million To
Wiley College Debate Team
WASHINGTON (NNPA) Denzel Washington has donated
$1 million to Wiley College for
the resurrection of its historic
debate team, the Associated
Press reports.
In his new film “The Great
Debaters," Washington plays
real life professor Melvin
Tolson, who coached Wiley’s
elite debate team to the national
championships in 1935.
The squad eventually died
out in the following decades,
but Washington’s gift will help
get the program back on its feet.

He expressed a desire to see the
team rebuilt during a visit to the
town last week.
Meanwhile, the two-time
Academy Award winner and
recent Golden Globe nominee
opens up about his red-hot
career, his deeply held religious
beliefs, his philosophy about
today’s children, “The Great
Debaters” and his commitment
to making the world a better
place on a new episode of “TV
One on One“ that was to air
Dec. 23.
Washington tells host Cathy

Hughes that “The
Great
Debaters” reinforces the fact
that all young people need
someone who will inspire and
challenge them - something
today’s
kids
don’t have.
“I don’t blame anything that
children are doing now,“ he •
says. “We’re the ones that
dropped the ball. We’re the ones
that said, ‘Oh, it’s about me ...
the Me Generation, and I’m
going to go off and do what I
want to do - what’s best for me. ’
We have dropped the ball, and
they are the result.”

More Than 300 People Pack
Public Hearing On Immigration
HUNTSVILLE, AL (AP) - ' prevent illegal immigrants from
More than 270 people packed a getting public assistance, health
lively public hearing on illegal care and education.!
But when it cajne time for
immigration that was interrupt
ed when some crowd members Hispanic speakers to give the
taunted a Hispanic speaker.
other side, some in the audience
At one point a police officer shouted taunts and did not want
briefly stopped the meeting to listen.
Thursday night to calm the
Rosa Toussaint Ortiz, raised
audience.
in Puerto Rico but a Huntsville
It was the second public resident since 1985, suggested
hearing of the Joint Interim that instead of studying illegal
Patriotic
Immigration immigration, the state should
Commission, a 21-member create a panel to probe domestic
panel created last year by the violence, or homelessness, or
Legislature after lawmakers why so few blacks are involved
were unable to pass bills dealing in local politics.
with illegal immigration.
“Where are the African
The commission’s goal is to Americans?” she asked repeat
make policy recommendations edly, pointing at the largely
on illegal immigration for the white
and
middle-aged
2008 legislative session. It plans audience,. At that point, a police
to submit a report to the
officer had to walk into the
Legislature three legislative center of the hall to stop the
days after the session begins public hearing and calm the
Feb. 5. The commission also crowd.
As she spoke, some in the
plans public hearings Jan. 10 in
Hoover and Jan. 17 in Mobile.
audience booed and jeered and a
At Thursday’s meeting,
few said, “It’s time to go.” But
speakers complained about the others demanded that Ortiz be
cost of illegal immigration to heard.
When the audience quieted"
taxpayers for health care and
social services, along with the down enough for her to speak,
Ortiz said, “Fear is driving much
cost or danger to motorists
of the conversation over immi
struck by illegal immigrants
gration.”
who don’t have drivers licenses
Most speakers said the state
and insurance. Several speakers
suggested laws that would needs to do more to curtail

illegal immigration and to stop
businesses from hiring undocu
mented workers.
“Surely we still have it in us
to recognize this country was
bled for, and we came here
legally,” said Don Duffey, a
business owner who requires all
employees speak English.
Phil Goodale, chapter leader
of
the
North
Alabama
Minutemen, linked illegal immi
gration to tuberculosis and drugs
in public schools. “We need to
end public assistance period for
any undocumented people.”
Ed Kiker, an Army veteran
from Madison, argued that the
current system depresses wages
for all workers.
“I really have to point my
finger at the employers. If they
were not employing illegals,
there wouldn’t be any,” Kiker
said.
Two hours into the public
hearing, Jose ' Guerrero of
Athens became one of the few
Hispanic speaker to approach
the microphone. He told the
audience he felt like a goldfish
in a bowl of piranha.
Guerrero, who was bom in
the U.S.,' praised the United
States and asked of the panel
only one thing: “Tell the
governor there are Hispanic
citizens out there, too.” •

Jesse Jackson’s Wife
Supports Clinton For President

Jacqueline and Jesse
Jackson
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) The*wife of the Rev. Jesse
Jackson is backing Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary
Rodham Clinton in a new radio
ad being aired in South

Carolina, a split from her
husband, who is supporting
rival Barack Obama.
Jesse Jackson said in
March that Obama, an Illinois
senator, has his vote. But
Jacqueline Jackson, in an ad
that started airing this week,
calls Clinton “by far the most
qualified candidate to be
president in these tough
times.”
In the ad, Jacqueline
Jackson talks about the role of
women in nurturing their
children and about the New
York senator’s work in
attempting
to
provide
universal health care.

“Hillary believes that the
way we treat our children
reflects our nation’s values.
For 35 years', Hillary has
fought
for
families,”
Jacqueline Jackson says in the
60-second ad.
Jackson’s son, Rep. Jesse
Jackson Jr., also backs Obama.
Obama’s campaign aired a one
minute ad featuring him in
October.
Clinton and Obama are
vying for the critical black vote
in this early voting state.
Democrats head to the primary
polls here Jan.. 26, and blacks
comprised nearly half the vote
in 2004.

‘Home Of The 1 Percent
Mortgage’Gets Notice:
Bait And Switch Advertising
Prohibited In Washington
OLYMPIA, WA (NNPA) In a Statement of Charges
entered late last month, the
Department
of
Financial
Institutions (DFI) alleged that
Linden
Loans,
LLC
of
Kirkland - a licensed mortgage
broker, that bills itself on tele
vision as the “Home of the 1
percent Mortgage” - used bait
and switch tactics in its adver
tising. *
A
DFI
investigation
revealed that though Linden
promised consumers residen
tial mortgage loans at “1
percent interest, with no points
and no fees,” not one borrower
actually received those terms in
2006. DFI is currently investi
gating whether any borrowers
in 2007 received the promised
terms.
Deb Bortner, director qf the
Department’s
Division
of
Consumer Services, noted that
in addition to bait and switch
advertising, Linden allegedly
violated the Mortgage Broker
Practices Act by misrepresent
ing loan terms, omitting
required
disclosures,
and
engaging in an unfair and
deceptive practice.
“The 1 percent rate touted
by Linden lasts only a matter of
months,
and
requires
borrowers to accept predatory
loan terms that would greatly
increase costs to borrowers,”
Bortner said. “Consumers have
to be careful. Low rate, low

cost mortgage loans may be
available, but they often result
in borrowers paying more than
they should.”
“In this case, we allege that
Linden’s offer was illusory consumers who responded to
the bait were switched to
higher rate and higher cost
mortgages. The borrowers who
did get the 1 percent rate - only
44 of333 borrowers - paid fees
that in some cases grossly
exceeded traditional broker
fees,” she continued.
The residential mortgage
loan advertised by Linden was
a payment-option adjustablerate mortgage (ARM) that
allows borrowers to choose
among
several
payment
options. Depending on the
payment option selected by the
borrower, the loan may be a
negatively amortizing loan, in
that the payments do not cover
the interest.
Monthly payments can
increase each year by up to 7.5
percent for five years, after
which the interest rate is reset
to amortize any unpaid interest.
The cap on monthly payment
increases does not apply to the
reset, meaning that borrowers
could be facing much higher
monthly payments. Linden also
imposes a three year prepay
ment penalty on borrowers
who get the payment-option
ARM.
The Statement of Charges

names Linden Loans, LLC,
doing business as Linden
Home Loans, as well as its
owners, Christopher Opdyke
and Mark Sullivan. Opdyke is
the Designated Broker,
Compliance Officer, CEO, and a
Loan Originator. Sullivan is the
president and a loan originator.
The Statement of Charges
gave notice the Department
may issue an order requiring:
Respondents cease and desist
deceptive advertising; The
mortgage broker license held
by Respondent Linden Loans,
LLC be suspended for 30 days;
The loan originator license
held by Respondent Opdyke be
suspended for 30 days; The
loan originator license held by
Respondent
Sullivan
be
suspended for 30
days;
Respondents
jointly
and
severally pay a fine of at least
$150,000; and Respondents
jointly and severally pay an
investigation fee of at least
$2,506.
“Borrowers who may have
been subject to Linden’s
deceptive advertising should
contact the Department (DFI),”
said Bortner. “We intend to
closely monitor mortgage
advertising in 2008, and expect
similar enforcement actions
will be forthcoming,” she
continued.
All three respondents have
the right to request a hearing on
the charges.

CBC

access to programs for 18^0
land-grant
institutions
and
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers
and Ranchers. This bill also
includes language to address
outstanding
claims
from
African-American
farmers
through Pigford v. Veneman.
• The Children’s Health
Insurance
and
Medicare
Protection
(CHAMP) Act:
Children and seniors deserve the,
best health care our country has
to offer. All CBC Members
voted in support of this bill,
which
reauthorizes
health
insurance for
11
million
children,
significantly
expanding access to health care
for racial and ethnic minorities
and economically disadvan
taged children. Moreover, the
bill reduces health care co
payments for senior citizens and
enriches coverage for End Stage

Renal Disease.
Throughout this final year of
my chairmanship, the CBC will
continue to foster our theme of
‘Change Course,
Confront
Crises, and Continue the
Legacy.’
I invite you to visit our new
interactive website at www.thecongressionalblackcaucus.com
to participate in our blog discus
sions and track the CBC’s
Commitment
to
America.
Let us work together to unleash
our collective power and use it
to change the course of our
country, confront the crises
facing America’s families, and
continue the legacy of leader
ship passed on to us by our
ancestors.
The Congressional Black
Caucus is Honoring Our
Commitment to America’s
Families.

continuedfrom front page
Hispanic-serving
institutions,
over five years.
• Gulf Coast Relief: Two
years following the devastation
of Hurricanes Katina and Rita,
millions of Gulf Coast residents
remain displaced and detached
from federal assistance. In an
effort to expedite the repair and
rebuilding of homes and afford
able rental housing, the Gulf
Coast
Hurricane
Housing
Recovery Act will invest $1.2
billion in the Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program.
• The Farm, Nutrition, and
Bioeneigy Act: This bill,
supported by 100 percent of our
membership,
represents
a
sizeable victory for America’s
families. It enhances the Food
Stamp Program and improves
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obituaries
“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

SMITH os

Brenda J. Simmons

Clarence Melvin
Williams

Marguerite Stevens
Shaw

Robert Wilbur Smith Sr.

Brenda J. Simmons was bom
to Elizabeth Johnson and the late
Ulysses Johnson Sr. on August
26, 1953 in St. Petersburg, FL.
She departed this life on January
1, 2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: a very loving and
devoted husband,
Theodore
“Ted” Simmons; son, Antonio D.
Williams; mother, Elizabeth
Johnson; three sisters, Azizah
Sabree of- Savannah, GA,
Elizabeth L. Johnson of St.
Petersburg and Denise L. Wright
of Tampa, FL; brother, Ulysses
“CC” Johnson; four aunts, two
brothers-in-law, daughter-in-law,
two grandchildren and a host of
nieces; nephews, other relatives
and friends.

Clarence Melvin Williams
was bom to the late Lester and
Louise Williams on November 2,
1951 in St. Petersburg. He
departed this life on December
24,2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: two sisters, Annette F.
Williams and Jocelyn Williams,
both of St. Petersburg; four
brothers, Ralph Williams (Erika),
Willie Williams (Vera), Lester
Williams,
Jr.
and
Calvin
Williams; and a host of aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

Marguerite Stevens Shaw
was bom to the late Edward and
Willie Mae Stevens on December
31, 1937 in Millen, GA. She
departed this life on December
24, 2007.
She leaves to cherish her
memories:
three
daughters,
Laurie Stevens Hicks and
Antoniece
Shaw-Richardson
(Harold, Jr.), both of St.
Petersburg and Bridget Michelle
Shaw, of Brandon, FL; son,
Michael Stevens (Christie) of St.
Petersburg; one aunt, Jackie
Hepburn of Savannah, GA; One
brother-in-law, six sisters-in law,
eight grandchildren, six great
grandchildren and a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins and
sorrowing friends.

Robert Wilbur Smith Sr. was
bom to Leroy and Ruth Smith on
March 25, 1920 in Fort White,
Florida. He departed this life on
December 29, 2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: three sons, Robert W.
Smith Jr. of • St. Petersburg,
Vincent Leroy Smith (Christina)
of Patterson, NJ and Samuel G.
Smith of St. Petersburg; four
grandchildren,
one
great
grandson and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, other relatives
and friends.

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FENERAL HOME

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored in Integrity...
ha# established us, as a leader in The funeral Industry.
Consider us first for all ot your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.
“Upholding a tradition ofservice from ourfamily to yours”

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

CALVARY
CATHOLIC

New Edition

CEMETERY

Jo

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
153418th Avenue South • St Petersburg, FL 33705
www.smithfhinc.com

Burial Spaces

Obituary Section

: Assededontf
Meriden
Association

f FKtera! Directors
f ofFlorida

Creal Funeral
1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

$990
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Place Your
Funeral

Robert J. Dinkins

Pamela Denise
Aires-Williams

Announcement

Robert J. Dinkins was bom to
the late Counsel Dinkins and
Elige and Josephine George on
November 4, 1941 in St.
Petersburg. He departed this life
on December 26,2007.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: two sons, Robert
Dinkins Jr. of St. Petersburg and
Robbie Dinkins of Clearwater,
FL; two brothers, Benjamin
Dinkins of Miami, FL and Lige
George Jr. of St. Petersburg; nine
sisters, Joan Livingston, Beverly
Gray, Jeanette Hamilton, Yvonne
Jelk, Bonita Britten, Beatrice
Davis
Russell,
Geraldine
Williams and Carrie Johnson, all
of St. Petersburg, Angela Taylor,
of Nassau, Bahamas and Alice
Beal, of Oakland, CA; devoted
niece, Crystal Pruitt; nine grand
children, one- great-grandchild
and a host of nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friend.

Pamela
Denise
AiresWilliams was bom to Bobie and
Jewel Aires on February 6, 1961
in St. Petersburg. She departed
this life on December 18, 2007.
She leaves to cherish her
memories; father, Bobie Aires
(Rubye) of St. Petersburg;
mother, Jewel R. Aires of Tampa,
FL; daughters, Candice T.
Williams^of St. Petersburg and
Joy E. Williams of Miami, FL;
brothers, Bobby Clemons, Sr. of
Havana, FL, Reginald K.
Robinson Sr. of Tampa, FL and
William B. Robinson (Gloria) of
Ft. Deposit, AL; sisters, Rhonda
R. Ryan (Clarence) of St.
Petersburg and Phylestine Aires
of Las Vegas, NV; devoted
special friend, Harold Matthews
Jr. of St. Petersburg; four grand
children and a host of aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

tde- cottMtcutitty Settee f ^£0
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL
727-572-4355

* Ih Memorium

&

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

ion

* Thank You

In

ftrtuMy
“SL Piece of Mipd, at He Tinje of Weed”

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6995.00

Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D
and Immaculate and
family

The Weekly
Challenger

Call Today For

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Family Car, Hearse, Casket, Vault,
Chapel Facilities, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,
Casket Spray, Professional Staff and On-Line Guest Book

Special Rates

“Service is tll« Soul’s Highest Calling”
Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.
(727) 328-0466

727-896-2922
Prince and Edna Matt
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PASTORS CORNER
THE COLLISION OF GOD AND SIN
"... who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree...” (I Peter 2:24)
Rev. Brian K. Brown
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
The Cross of Christ is the revealed truth of God’s judgment of sin.
Never associate the idea of martyrdom with the Cross of Christ. It was the supreme triumph, and it shook the very foundation of hell.
There is nothing in time or eternity more absolutely certain and irrefutable than What Jesus Christ accomplished on the Cross - He made it
possible for the entire human race to be brought back into a right standing relationship with God.
He made redemption the foundation of human life; that is, He made a way for every person to have fellowship with God.
The Cross was not something that happened to Jesus - He came to die; the Cross was His purpose in coming.
He is “The Lamb Slain for the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). The incarnation of Christ would have no meaning without the Cross.
Beware of separating “God was manifested in the flesh ...” from "... He made Him... to be sin for us...” (I Tim. 3:16, 2 Corin. 5:21)
The purpose of the incarnation was redemption. God came in the flesh to take sin away, not to accomplish something for Himself.
The Cross is the central event in time and eternity, and the answer to all the problems of both.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

ion
ry
Baptist Church

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727)822-2089
BETHELl894@KNOLOGY.NET

Worship Services...............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast MinistrY....................Sunday 8:00 ajm.
Church School
....... .............9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship................... ...........10:30 ajm.
Bible StudY..................
...TuesdaY 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church....................Mon & Wed 5:30 p.m.

Sunday School............... ......................................... ...9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).................... .....................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).......................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

_____________
Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking

in

The Promised Vision

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

lAvurula^tiarvest
4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School....................................... ................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ...................... ..................................11:00 a.m.
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

www.abundant-harvest.org

Seek.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, IL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Church Phone: (727) 443-18,61 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabayjT.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 aan. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727)321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning........................................................ 8:00 a.m.
Church School........................
....9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning................ ..........................
11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study ........7:00 p.m.
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

"Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South

I

u life,

"iiiizi

NG WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship................ ...................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School............................... ..................... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................... .................... 11:00 am.
Monday - Bible Study................... .......:.............. 6:00 pm.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 am. -12 noon
Prayer Service..................... ............ ..................... .6:00 pm.
Mid-Week Service.......................... ..................... .7:00 pm.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday... ...................... 6:30 pm.

Wednesday Bible Study*- -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.

(except Wednesdays)

iW @en|

1 email: mchurchl@tampabayir.com

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.

Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Schedule of Services

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

(to book your travel engagements)

afcing ‘In ‘The PromisedVision”

Satqt Jolui JMnjitive Baptist

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409

www.travelwiththechurch.com

“W

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

"Peculiar "People Persuaded to Perform "Sis "Purpose'’

Log on:

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting....... ..........7:00 p.m.

"FCew ifCt. Olive "Primitive Baptist fLkurch

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Wor s hip Ce nf e r

Early Morning Worship..................... .......................... ......7:30 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Rev. Clarence Williams,
Pastor
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 aun.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

@'w w=iMii!35=4i&;d6i1
Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Tel: 727-898-2457 Fax: 727-805-68S
uiiityteinpleoftruth@msn.com A

Dominion Worship Center Ministries
“Learn To Take DOMINION Over Your Life'”

“Join Vs’

4016-12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574

St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Early Sunday Service___ .________ ....8:00am
Sunday School Enrichment.............9:10 am

Sunday School
Morning Worship

9:30 a.m.

Sunday Service............................ .....10:00 am
“Monday-Corporate Erayer......6:00 &“ 7:30

11:00 a.m.

Wednesday-Corporate Erayer........ 6:00am
Wednesday “Bible Study
andEamily “Training “Hr............... 7:30 pm

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

Bishop Albert E. Weaver

Sunday- Corporate Erayer............. 6:00 am

& Lady Tonya Weaver

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship Service...... ..10:00 a.m.

Church School .................................... ............. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................... .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union................... ............ 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School.......................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday)..... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

YOUR CHURCH

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South

can advertise here

(727) 898-9407

St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Sunday School.................................. .....9:30 a.m.

www. fmbctheship. org

Dr. John A. Evans,

al, I

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Pastor

Sunday.................7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship
*
Sunday School...................................................9:30 A.M.

The church where
what God’s word teaches

"Inspiring and
Instructing''

Thursday................... ....... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Pastor

"Praying and
Praising"

FfiflYCfi

20th Street

Tvwtr Church

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor

820 20th Street South

Saint Petersburg, FL 33711

St. Petersburg, FL

(727) 321-0670

Home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Class..........................

Sunday

Sunday School -10:30 a an.
A. M. Service -11:30 am.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) -5:30 pan.
PJVI. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pan.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship..........................................................10:30a.m.

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Ladies Bible Class Monday........ ............................. ......7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Evening Worship...............................................................,5:00p.m.

Communion is observed every first Sunday

Monday Evening Bible Class........................................ i.7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class ...I...........

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

...7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus

Queen Street
Church Of God In Clirist
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

M is si on ary
...9:15 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.

Devotion:......................................

.10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.

Praise and Worship:................

.10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Morning Worship Service:,

................................10:30 a.m.

Bible Study each Tuesday:

.................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - I 8th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School................................. 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

Praise & Worship Service ... 10:30 a.m.

1

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin..................................................Associate Pastor
The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler........................... .....Associate Pastor

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD
HERE

Clerk Ministry................... .............................. ...................... .........Wyvonnia McGee

‘One Body, One Spirit, One Hope’

The Old Landmark Cathedral
CHURCH

Of God In Christ

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 '• Fax: 727/502-9843
“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
,
Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Sunday Morning Worship - 11. a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer — Daily at 12 noon

203 73RD AVENUE

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God! ”

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
3501 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Revealing Truth MinistriesI

Sunday School........... ....................9:30 A.M.
Worship Services...... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday ........................ 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)
Friday.......................... 6:30 P.M. Youth Night

St. Pete Beach, FL
Bishop
Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

"We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight'

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Christ

Baptist Church

Church School:..........................

(727) 896-4356

Children & Youth Ministry............. .................................................Joyce Robinson

in

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Finance Ministry.......................................................................... ....James Robinson

Qop

1137 37th Street South

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

vf

Church Of Christ

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Churclj

is practiced!

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

^t’ht

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

"Helping and
Healing"

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

"Serving and Saving

Wednesday................ ...Noonday Bible Study and

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

| ST PETE BEACH, FL 33706 | 727.367.1900
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CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church under the

• Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tues.

leadership of its dynamic, spirited man of God, the

at 7:00 p.m.

Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of

• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every

deacons and trustees, and the entire congregation of St.
Mark, extend to the community at large its wishes that there

Thurs. at 9:30 a.m.

would be an overflowing of God’s.folessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for and

• Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thurs.
evening at 7:00 p.m.
• St. Mark After School Tutoring Ministry: Neighbors
Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all

thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we

school age children every Tues., Wed., and Thurs. from

are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar for the month of January 2008

• Destination Graduation Phase II is now in progress and
offers certified teachers, counselors and FCAT specialists

• Jan. 11 Church Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

each Tues. and Wed. evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Tues.

• Jan. 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

are for high school seniors only needing assistance with

• Jan. 24 Church outing to True Light M.B.C.
St. Mark Offers...

applying for colleges, financial aid and scholarships, and
writing essays for college admissions and scholarships.

• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School starts each Sun. morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and join us.
• Baptist Training Union is each Sun. at 5;00 p.m.
Members and the general public are invited to come Out
and study the Bible with us and learn “What Baptists
Believe.”

Wed. nights are for ages 4 years to 18 years. Certified
teachers are available to assist with reading comprehen
sion and application; reading readiness for children 4 to 6
years; Literary analysis/reading comprehension for
Middle and High School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT
preparation for those who still need to pass or make a
good score on these tests.

• Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Mon. at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.

• St. Mark Technology Lab: The St. Mark Computer
Lab will be open and available for use on Tues. and
Wed. evenings from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the leadership of
our soldier of the cross, and drum major for justice, Dr. Rickey
L. Houston, extends an inVitation to the community to join us as
we communicate God’s Word at 10:00 a.m. worship sendee on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen
Summit on Wednesday eVening, at 7:00 p.m. We also encourage
the community to make use of our Prayer Line (321-9645).

COME HELP US WITH THE
ENJOYMENT AND CELEBRATION

Mt. Zion A.M.E.
“But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” Phillippians 4:19
Pastor Clarence A. Williams and the Mt.
Zion church family welcome all visitors and
friends to worship service this Sunday as we
edify and lift up the Name of Jesus. Our
doors are always open and we would love to
have you come and join us.
Our early morning worship begins at
7:30 a.m., there we let go and let God he
God. The Male Chorus will render song
service throughout the day. Church School
will commence at 9:30 a.m.; we invite
family’s to come study the Word of God as
we seek to grow spiritually together. Our
contemporary worship service is at 11:00
a.m. The spirit is always high; Pastor
Williams will deliver the message at both
services. Come be blessed by The Word
through the ministry of our Pastor, one
anointed to preach, teach and. proclaim
God’s Word with power and conviction.

WEEKLY MINISTRIES:
In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for
a day of ministry. Wednesday — Vintage Bible Study,
11:00 a.m., come enjoy the Word and lunch; Bible
Study, 6:00 p.m., collectively we learn more of God.
Hour of Power, 7:00 p.m., hour of praise, prayer and
preaching.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Jan. 16 - Church Conference, 7:00 p.m.
Jan. 20 - Lay Organization Membership Drive and
Tea, Fellowship Hall after 7:30 and 11:00 a.m. serv
ices *
Feb. 2 - Super Bowl Tea, 4:00 p.m.
Feb. 11 - 14 - St. Petersburg District Conference
Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we
Mount up at Mount Zion! Your presence and partic
ipation is appreciated.
Thought for the week: “You won’t stumble in
the dark if you walk in the light.”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE” Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
Pastor Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope Church
Family invite you to worship with us whenever our
doors are opened. We believe firmly that when praises
go up, blessings come down! Won’t you join us in
giving God thanks for the wonderful things He has done.
Sunday morning begins at 7:45 with Early Morning
Service. Sunday School begins at 9:15. There are classes
available for all ages. Bring the entire family!
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope
Male Chorus leading the congregation in praise. The
Music team consists of Michael McKenny, Vemard
McKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens. The
Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior.
Pastor Senior will be the keynote speaker for the
Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast sponsored by the
Clearwater Branch of the NAACP on Monday morning,
Jan. 21, at 7:30. This event will be held at North
Greenwood Aquatic Center. For further information,
please contact the church office.
The

New

Hope

family

extends

our

heartfelt

Sister Jeanette & Brother John Lewis & Family
Brother Larry Wiggerton & Family
You’re in our thoughts and prayers!
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)
Bible Study (Adult and Youth) and Prayer is
cancelled for Wednesday, Jan. 2. The schedule for
2008: Prayer - 6:30 p.m. fo 7:30 p.m. Classes - 7:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Won’t you join us?
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at
11:00. “Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous
availeth much.” Come let’s praise God together. .
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For information, please call 727-896-5228.)
Jan. 12 Leadership Training 9:00 a.m.
Jan. 13 Installation of 2008 Officers
Jan. 18-19 Youth Jumpoff
Jan. 20 Church Engagement:
•
Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church
January 27 New Hope Nursery Baby Shower

sympathy to the following families during their time of

OFHIS WORD!!

bereavement. “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
comes in the morning.”

The Nehemiah Movement

“God speaks to those who take time to listen,
and He listens to those who take time to pray. ”

Prayer Tower

“Strengthening our hands to restore the walls of our community, block by block!”

Church of God in Christ

The Nehemiah Movement cordially invites you to come and
share in a special Praise and Worship Serviced

Reclaiming and Anointing
The Nehemiah Movement is a Christian-based organization
created to address the issues that are plaguing
OUR COMMUNITY’!
WHEN:

Wednesday, January 16, 2008, 7:00p.m.

WHERE:

The Rock ofJesus MB Church
3940 18^ Avenue South

“Renew Your Dedication and Commitment”
There will be a “Reclaiming and Anointing Service” on Jan. 12 at
Prayer Tower Church of God in Clirist. There will be prayer from 10 to

St.Petersburg, FL 33711
Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr., Pastor
Official Headquarters of The Nehemiah Movement:
The Rock ofJesus Missionary Baptist Church, 3940 lS1^ Ave. S., St Petersburg, FL 33711
Current Contact Number: (727) 327-0015
Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr., Pastor & Organizer
Email: TheNehemiahMovement@hotmail.com

1.1 a.m., and then the service will start at 11:00 a.m.
At the service, we will ask God to give us back all that we have lost
since we have accepted Him. Example: reclaim our joy, patience,
humility,

dedication and commitment. At this anointing service,

anointing oil will be given to each person who will attend the service.
Bring your prayer request and they will be anointed and prayed over for
10 weeks. Come and be blessed in the year of 2008.

PLEASE COME OUT AND LET’S PRAISE AND WORSHIP THE LORD TOGETHER!!

Life Changing Ministries
Of The World

New Philadelphia Community Church

900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com

The church family of New Philadelphia has embarked this year on a journey of spiritual intimacy.
Individual and collective goal for continued Christian growth and maturity for 2008 is becoming
more intimate with God. The discipline of personal and communal Bible study;
developing group solidarity through prayer and fasting; and becoming more trustful of God’s
ways through faith in Him, will be focus of this “ready” remnant for coming year.

On behalf of Apostle Michael and Evelyn Long,
we would like to invite you to fellowship with us.

Schedule of Services
Sunday
Christian Education........................... 10:30 a.m.
Worship Service.......... ..
11:30 a.m.
Young People’s Union...................
6:00p.m.
Evening Service............... 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Bible Study.....................................

7:30p.m.

“Problems, Plans, and Promises for the New Year”

Seeing God in the problems of life and understanding They can only be avoided
by exercising good judgment. Good judgment can only be gained by experiencing life’s
problems.” As a group of believers in Jesus Christ, church family members will set “sail”
on God’s plans for New Philadelphia by living out His promises as written in the Holy Bible.
Ministries to children, youth and young adults will be done according to Biblical precepts
and practices. Parents, grandparents, and guardians will be encouraged to avail children for
instruction on Sunday morning. It is also important that children be further instructed in the
home by learning of God first from parents, grandparents, or guardians.
All church family members are spiritually challenged to not forsake assembling together for
Sunday morning Wisdom School and worship service. Mid-week Bible Study will be held on
Wednesday evening for coming year.
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---------- BLACK HISTORY----------^Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
Richard Robert Wright Sr.

Madam C .J. Walker
helped
develop
her
speaking,
interpersonal
and organizational skills.
She became interested
in a hair tonic while trying
to treat a scalp ailment
caused by Working With
chemicals.

Sarah experi

hair so she could remove

Reception in the Office
of the C. J. Walker
Company, 1929

was an American busi

the typical Negro curl.
The oil softened the hair

She opened a school of

nesswoman,

care

but did not remove the

cosmetology

entrepreneur, tycoon and
philanthropist.

excessive curl. It Was in

her operators, employed

1905 that she developed a

agents to sell her products

Madam Walker the
first black female, black

hot iron, or straightening
comb,
which ’ Would

and built a factory to man
ufacture

remove the tight curl. For

Before her dealth in 1934,

millions

of Women of

she had more than 2,000

bom Sarah Breedlove in

African American descent

agents selling and demon

Delta, La., the first
member of her family

the

strating

Madam C. J. Walker
Madam

or

white,

C.J.

Walker

hair

self-accom

plished millionaire,

was

straightening

comb

to

her

product.

the
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was an answer to their

system” of hair styling and

bom free. She had five

major cosmetic problem.

cosmetics.

siblings; one sister and
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four brothers.

business. She married her
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third
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in Mississippi. She picked

Joseph Walker, a St. Louis
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She was

became

orphan at the age seven.
a

named

Moses

McWilliams, and was
widowed at age 20. To
earn a living she worked
as a laundress for as little
as a.. dollar and a half
a'day. While living in St.
Louis, she joined the St.
Paul’s African Methodist
Episcopal Church, which

found

herself in

husband,

In

Charles

1910,

Walker
growing

Madam

moved her
manufacturing

operations to a new
industrial complex in
Indianapolis, and by 1917,
it was the largest business
in the United States
owned by a black person.

She

maintained

$200,000.

an

Walker

opportunities for others,
especially black people.
Walker was also known
for
her
philanthropy,
leaving two-thirds of her
estate to educational insti
tutions •'and
charities
including the’NAACP, the
Tuskegee Institute and
Bethune-Co okman
College.

Barnard

field

Mary

of education

and

Church

Terrell,

banking was bom on May

Booker T. Washington,

16, 1855, as a slave in a
log cabin six miles from

and Monroe Nathan
Work. U.S. Presidents

Dalton, Ga.

William McKinley and
William Howard Taft also
visited the campus. By the

uation entered the field

end of Wright’s tenure as
president, the college’s

of

enrollment had increased

University and upon grad

train

Walter

Hill, Lucy Craft Laney,

He
attended the
newly established Atlanta

mented With a concoction
of oils to condition her

Carver,

Richard Robert Wright
Sr., outstanding in the

education

to

help

from the original

eradicate illiteracy among
the free men of Georgia.
In 1891, he founded
Savannah

State College

Which he established with

students to more than 400.

Richard Robert Wright Sr.

Wright

enlisted

president of the Georgia

fought

State

American

Industrial

eight

College

in

the

and

Spanish

War

in

1896. President William

the firm conviction that
the Negro race would rise

for Colored Youth in
Savannah, Ga. During the

McKinley appointed him

no

its

1890s, Wright traveled to

as a paymaster of the U.S.

educated masses.
Wright’s struggle for

various educational insti-

Army. He was the first

tition including Tuskegee

African American to serve

his

Institute, Hampton
Institute, Girard College

at this position. Moving to
Philadelphia, Pa in 1921,

of Philadelphia, and the

he decided to open a bank.

Hirsch School in New
York. He used these visits

At age 67, he enrolled in

to develop a curriculum at

prepare for this venture.

higher

than

own

education

inspired his dedication to
educate others. In 1866,
after emancipation, he and
his mother. walked 200
miles from Culthbert to

the Wharton

School to

He eventually entered

Atlanta to enroll him in

Georgia State College. At

school. The school was

the

located in an abandoned

vieWed

railway car where former

leading figures of black
higher education in

Citizens

America, conferring with

his leadership, the bank

some of the great educa

withstood

slaves
were
once
educated. Wright Went on
to
attend
Atlanta
University
Where
he
became valedictorian of
the first commencement
ceremony in 1876. From
1891 to 1921, Richard
Robert Wright served as

Jesse Bingo

time,

Was

the business world and

of the

founded the Philadelphia’s

Wright

as

one

and

Southern

Bank and Trust. Under
the

Great

tional leaders of the time. ; Depression and had assets
of over $5.5 million whep
Visitors and lecturers on
campus during his tenure ? it was sold in 1957, more
than
a
decade
after
as president included,
Mary McLeod Bethune,
George Washington

Wright’s death.

Maggie L. Walker
claims and keep the books.
When she assumed her
postion, the Order had a
lttle over 3,000 members,

Jesse Binga

no reserve funds and no

Jesse
Binga,
an
gbgressne financial

property. By 1924, she had

empire builder, was horn

increased membership to

The Maggie L. Walker
National Historic Site

into

an enterprising
faftiily. I 1. I

100,000, aquired
office

Maggie

Lena Walker

being

a home

valued

at

over $100,000, organized

Maggie L. Walker

After three years of
figh school naming in

was an American teacher,

an

of

American descent to save

DetrpiiLlfe

businesswoman, and banker.

$70,000 and established a

decided' to

pursue law. Binga studied
law for two years under a
jjjegro lawyer, but he
Ipver took the bar exannijition I

1

Binga Bank and Arcade Building, !920s
had

under

his

control

11 ■ I three hundred units of real

depression hit in 1929,
Binga found it difficult to

collected rent on nearly

refuse

Fair of 1883, he became a

1,200 apartments. His real

allowing them extended

vendor, selling wares to
Negros in the south side

estate office was the sight

payments

chosen for the location of

contracts with bank. Like

of

the Binga Bank of 1908.

other
hard
pressed
bankers of that period, he

As

his

“peddling” business grew,
Binga became wellknown.
He met and married
Edora Johnson, the neice
of a well-known sportsman,
who willed his estate to
his niece. Binga’s wife’s
inheritance

became

he

economic

estate,

city.

which

the

■
Binga
moved
to
Chicago during the World

the

from

When

The bank was made
primarily

for African

loan

applicants,
on

their

found himself in financal

Americans, since during

difficulty

that

1932 Binga State Bank

time

many

would
not
services to

banks

provide
African

American consumers.
Aggressively

the

and

by

May

was forced to close.
Then bank examiners
said that Binga State Bank

and

was

run

illegally

and

defiantly, Binga built his

innocently Binga was sent

financial

empire, and in

Investing in real estate on

the post war period of the

to jail on a 10 year
sentence. After a few

the fringe of the Negro

twenties, he was at the

years Binga was pardoned

area turned out to be a

height

by the president, however,

wise move for this entre

Deposits were made to the

Binga

preneur. Within a short

extent of over $1.5

and died at the age of 85

period of time he soon

million.

as a poor man.

J, nucleus ofhis enterprises.

m

a

k F

YOUR

of his

MARK

success.

IN

never

recovered

HISTORY!

emergency

fund

Luke

his pennies. When he had
accumulated
$50,
the

Walker

Order helped him first to

also proposed the plan for

rent, and then to purchase

successes and vision

the founding of the St.

offered tangible improve

Luke Penny Saving Bank

a place of his own.
Children Were also encour-

ments in the way of life for

and

African

depository

She was the first woman to

newpaper,

charter a bank in the United
States. As a leader, her

Herald.

The St.

Maggie

a

aged to deposit their

and

meager earning in a savings

Water accounts.
Maggie Walker served

account.
Maggie Walker’s health

as the bank’s first president,

gradually declined, and by
1928

teaching

Which earned her the recog
nition of being the first

a

career. After taking a

Woman to charter a bank in

paralysis. She received an

course in business, she left

the United States. Later she
agreed to serve as chairman

honorary Masters degree

the excecutive secretary of

of the board of directors,

University in

the Independant Order of

When

merged

was inducted into the Junior

St. Luke. Within 10 years
she became the secretary-

With two other Richmond

Achievement U.S. Business

banks

become

The

Hall of Fame in 2001.

treasurer and she held that

Consolidated. Bank

and

Despite her physical lim

postion for 35 years.

Trust Company.
Maggie Walker

Was

actively committed to

Order of St. Luke Was to

Well-known for her interest

her life’s work including

provide assistance to its

in others, and had been

serving as leader of the

members in sickness, in

influential in helping those

Independent Order of St.

old-age, and in meeting

Whom

help

Luke and chairman of the

funeral expenses. Maggie

themselves. For instance,

bank until her death on

Walker’s duties Were to

she

Dec.

collect the dues, verify the

young

Americans

and

women.
Maggie Walker Was a
gifted child Who completed
high school at the age of 16
and

began

a

teaching in 1889 to become

The

purpose

of the

Trust

the
to

Company,
for

bank

desired

once

gas

to

a

of African

was

wheelchair

from

using
due

Virginia

itations,

encouraged

man

she

15,

to

Union

1923, and

she

1934.

remained

She

buried in Richmond.

is
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Would vou like someone to
accompany vou during labor
that is educated and
k now led gea ble abou 1
childbirth?
Would you like someone
mothering vou and taking care
ot your emotional needs
tlirouebout childbirth?

■

Fasting: January 9-11,2008

Would you like someone to
provide support and
suggestions to vour partner

R

that can enhance their

I

experience of the birth?
You may be interested in a
doula-assisted birth.

Women Helping Women

Supt. Clarence Welch

Supt. Willie Matheney

Supt. B.O. Walker

Supt. Anthony Conage

Doulas are trained and experienced
labor support persons who attend to
tiie I’snotii’iu land physical comfort
needs of laboring women to smooth the
labor process. They use massage,
aromatherapy, reflexology, positioni ng
sugsystinns, etc., to help labor progress
as well as possible, to addition to
emotional, physical and informatfotwl
support, doulas work as advocates of
their dfonFs wishes and may assist in
t wmuntGiring with medical staff to
obtain information tor the client to
mate informal decisions regarding
medical procedures.

feted By 1® Ciwlte rf W m Qwt

For more information
about doulas and
doula services contact:

Service: January 12,2008
Time: 11:00 am- 2:00 pm

Gwendolyn Reese at
(727) 896-2677 or the St.
Petersburg Healthy
Start Federal Project at
(727) 824-6963

AT

V

U

B

L

1

X

>

S

A V

I

N

G

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
1137 37th Street South - St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
(727) 321-0670

IS

PART

OF

THE

PLEASURE.

Boneless New York Strip Steak
Pubiix Premium Certified Beef, USDA Choice, Beef Loin

SAVE UP TO 3.50 LB

Cherries
A Good Source of Fiber

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

PU B L I X

Multigrain

249

Excellent Source of Whole Grains, Handmade Throughout
the Day, From the Pubiix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE OP TO .40

Mojo
Rotisserie
Chicken....

69

Hot or Fresh Chilled,
Fresh From the
Pubiix Deli, each

Snow Crab
Clusters.........
Fully-Cooked,
Previously Frozen

SAVE OP TO 2.00 LB

.99

&

12-Pack
Selected
Pepsi Products

•11

00

12-Pack
Michelob Beer.... ........
Assorted Varieties, 12-oz can or bot.

12-oz can

SAVE UP TO 1.00

SAVE UP TO 3.37 ON 3

(6-Pack Sierra Nevada Beer,
Assorted Varieties, 12-oz bot.... 6.99)

SAVE UP TO .30

Pubiix
WHERE

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE*

K3 BOM
Prices effective Thursday, January 10 through Wednesday, January 16,2008.
only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Collier, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola
Prices not effective at Pubiix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

publix.com/ads

149

